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Summary of key results 

Overall levels of attendance and participation 

The 2008 survey found that 90% of adults living in Scotland had either attended or participated 

in any arts or cultural activity during the previous 12 months, the same percentage as recorded 

in 2006 and higher than the 85% recorded in the 2004 survey. 

More specifically, the 2008 survey found that 77% of the adult population in Scotland had 

attended one or more arts or cultural activity during the previous 12 months, similar to the 

percentages recorded in both 2006 (77%) and 2004 (75%).  

In terms of participating in the arts, in the 2008 survey 71% of adults took part in one or more 

activity, a lower percentage than in 2006 (76%) but higher than the percentage recorded in the 

2004 survey (67%). 

Art forms attended and participated in 

In 2008 the arts and cultural events attended by the largest proportions of the adult population 

were going to the cinema (55% attended in last 12 months), going to museums (32%) and going 

to art galleries (27%). Some 40% of the population had attended a performance in a theatre, 

41% had attended a music event, 32% had attended a visual arts event (not including cinema or 

museum attendance) and 11% had attended a dance event. 

Between 2004 and 2008 the proportion of the population attending dance events decreased, 

from 15% in 2004 to 11% in 2008.   

In 2008 the arts and cultural activities participated in by the largest proportions of adults were 

reading books (61% participated in last 12 months), buying works of fiction or poetry (25%), 

buying other types of book (23%), painting and drawing (10%) and playing a musical instrument 

(8%). Overall, 15% of the population had participated in any visual arts, 15% had participated in 

any performance, 13% had undertaken any crafts and 5% had undertaken any writing. 

Between 2006 and 2008, levels of participating in reading books decreased from 67% to 61% 

but remained above the level recorded in 2004 (56%). Levels of participation in most other art 

forms remained at a similar level across the 2004 to 2008 period.    
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Variations within the population 

Overall levels of attendance and participation and the types of art forms undertaken varied by 

sex, age, socio-economic status, highest educational qualification and a number of other 

demographic variables. 

The variations between people with different levels of educational qualification were most 

significant, with 97% of Scottish adults with a degree or higher degree taking part in one or more 

arts or cultural activity compared to 74% of those with no qualifications. 

Overall levels of attendance and participation also varied significantly by socio economic group 

(from 96% of those in the AB groups to 82% of DEs) and working status (from 94% of those 

employed full time to 82% of unemployed people). 

The study focused upon attendance and participation among seven key under-represented 

groups. Attendance, participation and combined levels of attendance and participation amongst 

these groups were as shown in the table below.  

2008 

  

Attendance Participation Combined 
attendance and 

participation 
People living in deprived areas 69 66 86 

Disabled people 49 65 79 

Women 77 75 91 

People living in rural areas 75 74 90 

People aged 16 to 24 92 68 96 

People aged 65+ 49 66 79 

Minority ethnic communities 66 61 80 

Total adult population of Scotland 77 71 90 

The lowest levels of combined attendance and participation were recorded amongst disabled 

people and older people. However, it is notable that although both of these groups had 

particularly low levels of attendance, their participation levels were similar to those of others. 

Conversely, people aged 16 to 24 were more likely to attend an arts or cultural event while their 

participation levels were lower or similar to those of the older age groups.  

Levels of attendance and participation amongst residents of rural areas and amongst women 

were similar to those recorded across the population as a whole while levels amongst members 

of minority ethnic communities and residents of deprived areas were lower. 

In terms of specific art forms, some variations included lower cinema attendance amongst 

residents of deprived areas, disabled people, residents of rural areas and people aged 65 and 
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over and lower rock and pop music attendance amongst residents of deprived areas, disabled 

people, people aged 65 and over and, most notably, members of ethnic minorities. 

In terms of participation, groups less likely to take part in reading included residents of deprived 

areas (especially those in older age groups) and members of ethnic minorities. 

Between 2006 and 2008, the only statistically significant change in overall levels of attendance 

were recorded amongst minority ethnic communities (decreasing from 71% attending to 66%) 

while attendance levels were the same or within statistical margins of error amongst all of the 

other groups.  

Overall levels of participation in arts and cultural activities decreased amongst two of the seven 

under represented groups - disabled people (from 70% participating to 65%) and women (from 

80% participating to 75%). Notably, for both of these groups levels remained above those 

recorded in 2004.  

In terms of specific art forms, between 2006 and 2008 increases in attendance of art galleries 

were recorded amongst residents of deprived areas, disabled people, women and people aged 

16 to 24 while increases in attendance of rock and pop music events were recorded amongst 

residents of rural areas and people aged 16 to 24. 

During the same period a decrease in cinema attendance was recorded amongst people age 16 

to 24 and minority ethnic communities. 
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Regional variations 

Levels of attendance and participation also varied between different regions of Scotland as 

shown below.    

2008 

  

Attendance Participation Combined 
attendance and 

participation 
Edinburgh and surrounds 77 79 93 

East and Central Scotland 74 66 88 

North Eastern Scotland 69 51 79 

Highlands and Islands 75 76 91 

Glasgow and surrounds 77 69 89 

South Western Scotland 77 72 90 

South Scotland 70 79 89 

Total adult population of Scotland 77 71 90 

Residents of Edinburgh and the surrounding area and the Highlands and Islands were the most 

likely to have attended and/or participated in any arts or cultural activities during the last 12 

months (93% and 91% respectively) while residents from North Eastern Scotland were least 

likely to have done so (79%). 

Looking at attendance and participation separately, residents of most urban areas - Edinburgh 

and surrounds, Glasgow and surrounds and South Western Scotland were the most likely to 

have attended an arts or cultural event (77% each) while participation levels were highest in 

Edinburgh and surrounds and the, more rural, South of Scotland (both 79%). Both attendance 

and participation levels were lowest in North Eastern Scotland (69% and 51% respectively). 

In terms of attendance and participation in specific art forms, variations by region included 

higher attendance of arts festivals and musicals in the Edinburgh and surrounds area, higher 

attendance of dance events and traditional craft events in the Highlands and Islands and higher 

attendance of art galleries in the Glasgow and surrounds area. 

Developing attendance and participation 

Around two-thirds of adult residents of Scotland (64%) would consider attending an arts or 

cultural activity that they had not been to during the previous 12 months. The largest proportions 

would consider attending performances in a theatre (36% would consider) or a music event 

(33%). A smaller proportion of adults living in Scotland would consider participating in one or 

more new arts or cultural activities (41%). 

The highest levels of interest in attending or participating in new arts or cultural activities were 

recorded amongst female respondents, younger people, members of the ABC1 socio-economic 
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groups and those with higher than average annual household incomes. In terms of regions of 

residence, levels of interest in attending or participating in new arts and cultural activities were 

highest in the Highland and Islands, Southern Scotland and Edinburgh and surrounds.  

Respondents were also asked to indicate which of a list of information sources normally 

influenced their decisions when they were choosing arts and cultural events to attend. Amongst 

those who had attended any arts or cultural activity in the previous 12 months, the largest 

proportions had been influenced by recommendations from friends or family (67%) and reviews 

in papers, magazines and on TV (60%). Overall, a third of respondents stated that they were 

influenced by information on the Internet (34%). 

Viewing and listening habits 

Respondents were asked a series of questions regarding the types of output they made a point 

of watching or listening to on television, the internet, radio and on a number of recorded formats. 

While 93% of the adult population in Scotland made a point of viewing one or more of the art 

forms asked about on television, video or DVD, the proportions doing so varied between the 

under-represented groups. Minority ethnic communities, those aged 65 and over and disabled 

people, were least likely to have done so.   

73% of the adult population in Scotland had listened to one or more of the art forms on the 

radio. In common with television, video and DVD viewing, radio listening was lower amongst 

those in minority ethnic communities, those aged 65 and over and disabled people.  

Across the adult population of Scotland as a whole, 82% of respondents had listened to one or 

more art forms on CD, record, cassette or MP3 format. Respondents aged between 16 and 24 

were the most likely to have listened in this way, while those aged 65 and over were least likely 

to have done so. 
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On-line activities 

The table below illustrates the proportions of the population undertaking a number of different 

activities online in the past twelve months.   

All adults 

living in 

Scotland 

Undertook any of the activities listed 49 

Purchased tickets for an arts performance online (inc. cinema tickets) 31 

Purchased and/or downloaded music from Internet 28 

Used a social networking site (e.g. MySpace, Facebook or Bebo) 23 

Uploaded video or audio (e.g. music) onto the Internet (e.g. YouTube) 18 

Purchased and/or downloaded a film/television programme from the Internet 14 

Bought a work of fiction/poetry 13 

Contributed to an online forum/discussion 9 

Contributed/produced an online blog 5 

Subscribed to an RSS feed/web feeder 3 

None of these/don t know 51 

Almost half of the adult population of Scotland had taken part in one or more of the online 

activities listed. The activities most likely to have been undertaken were purchasing tickets for 

an arts performance, buying or downloading music and using a social networking site. 

Respondents in the 16 to 24 age group were most likely to have undertaken at least one of the 

online activities (83% compared to 49% of adults overall). Conversely, women (43%), residents 

of deprived areas (34%), disabled respondents (16%) and those aged 65 and over (6%) were 

the least likely to have done one or more of the online activities in the last 12 months. 

Attitudes towards the arts 

To gauge attitudes towards the arts, culture and leisure time in general, respondents were read 

a list of statements and asked whether they agreed or disagreed with each one.  

The majority of respondents strongly agreed with the following three statements: 

I like to learn and experience new things in my leisure time.

 

Value for money is a high priority for me when I am deciding what to do in my leisure time.

 

The needs of my family and other members or my household take priority when I am planning 

how to spend my leisure time.
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However, the majority of respondents disagreed with the following statements: 

Spending my time attending or participating in arts and cultural activities is of little interest to 

me.

 

I have difficulty finding information about arts and cultural activities which I can attend.

 

I am interested in attending more arts and cultural event but find it difficult because of my age, 

a disability or long term illness.

 

I feel out of place in an art gallery, museum or theatre.

 

Concluding remarks 

Overall levels of taking part in arts and cultural activity (attending or participating) have 

remained at similar levels since 2006, following an increase from 2004.  Although participation 

levels have decreased since 2006, largely due to a decrease in the proportion reading books, 

levels remain above those recorded in 2004.  

Other decreases since 2006 included lower participation levels amongst disabled people and 

women, although both were still higher in 2008 than in 2004. The only change in attendance 

amongst the various under-represented groups was a decrease amongst ethnic minorities, 

driven by a decrease in cinema attendance since 2004.  

These findings illustrate that the top line changes in levels of attendance and participation are 

often due to changes in the proportions taking part in mass activities like going to the cinema 

and reading books. Also, when comparing levels of attendance or participation over time, it is 

important to consider the three survey waves together (from 2004, 2006 and 2008) as this 

provides a greater indication of whether changes are long term trends or merely fluctuations .  

The survey has also identified significant variations in arts engagement amongst different 

demographic groups and geographic regions. It is notable that educational qualification has a 

great impact upon levels of taking part than many other factors such as age, place of residence 

or ethnicity.  Also some variations in current levels of participation or demand for future 

participation reflect levels of supply. For example, note the lower levels of cinema attendance in 

most rural areas but high demand to take part in this activity   
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Background, aims and objectives 

The Scottish Arts Council is a non-departmental public body accountable to the Scottish 

Government. It is the leading organisation involved in supporting and developing the arts in 

Scotland, a role which includes providing financial support, advice and information, and 

promoting the arts in Scotland. The aims of the Scottish Arts Council are primarily:  

 

To increase participation in the arts. 

 

To support artists in Scotland to fulfil their creative and business potential. 

 

To place arts, culture and learning at the heart of creativity.  

Between 1991 and 2006, the Scottish Arts Council commissioned large scale surveys of the 

adult population of Scotland every 2 or 3 years1. These surveys were designed to establish 

levels of attendance at various arts events and activities, participation in and attitudes towards 

the arts amongst the adult population of Scotland.  

To obtain updated insight on current levels of participation and attendance, the latest survey 

was undertaken in 2008. The specific objectives of the 2008 study were as follows: 

 

To collect data robust enough to allow for the identification of any statistically significant 

change in the overall levels of attendance and participation amongst the adult (aged 16+) 

population in Scotland. 

 

To collect robust data amongst a number of under-represented groups, namely - 

minority ethnic communities, residents of deprived areas, disabled people, women, 

residents of rural areas, people aged 16 to 24, people aged 65+2. 

 

To explore and examine as far as possible, any variations and trends between the 2004, 

2006 and 2008 data from the perspective of the population of Scotland as a whole, for the 

key under-represented groups as well as any regional differences.  

                                                

 

1 Surveys have been undertaken in 1991, 1994, 1998, 2001, 2004 and 2006. 
2 The under-represented groups were defined by Scottish Arts Council. 
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1.2 Method 

To meet the study objectives, some 4,944 face-to-face in-home interviews were undertaken 

throughout Scotland3.  Fieldwork took place between 7th March 2008 and 29th June 2008. Of this 

total, some 2,110 interviews represented the core sample, representative of the Scottish adult 

population in terms of geographical distribution, age, working status, ethnicity and socio-

economic grade. Section 2.1 of this report contains the key attendance and participation results 

obtained from this sample, representative of the Scottish population as a whole. The results 

obtained amongst this sample are comparable with those obtained amongst equivalent, similar 

sized core samples in 2004 and 2006. 

To increase the accuracy of the survey results relating to certain key under represented 

groups, a number of additional booster interviews were undertaken.  Table 1-1 below illustrates 

the numbers of these booster interviews undertaken amongst each group, the numbers of 

interviews undertaken within the core sample and total sample sizes when these elements are 

combined. 

Table 1-1 Sample breakdown for under-represented groups  
Booster 

interviews 

Within core 

sample 

Total sample 

Residents of deprived areas 202 371 573 

Disabled people 250 442 692 

Women 0 1,194 1,194 

Residents of rural areas 0 463 463 

People aged 65 and over 223 527 750 

People aged 16 to 24 0 246 246 

Members of minority ethnic communities 796 49 845 

The attendance and participation results of each of these under-represented groups, based on 

these total sample sizes, are reported separately in Section 2.2 of this report. 

It was also required that results obtained at a regional level could be analysed and compared 

separately. As such, an additional 1,573 interviews were undertaken as regional boosters in 

areas with a lower share of the Scottish adult population.  Regional results regarding attendance 

and participation are reported in Section 2.3 of this report. 

The fieldwork methods used in 2008 were identical to those in 2006, thereby ensuring that 

results would be directly comparable. Interviews were undertaken in the homes of respondents 

at over 400 sampling points across Scotland, including the main islands, which were selected 

                                                

 

3 This study was undertaken as a stand alone / ad-hoc survey i.e. not using an omnibus survey approach. 
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on the basis of geodemographic analysis undertaken using CACI s ACORN classification (A 

Classification of Residential Neighbourhoods). 

Further details of the survey method are provided in Appendix 4. 

1.3 Levels of accuracy 

When comparing the results of the 2004, 2006 and 2008 surveys, it is important to be aware of 

whether or not differences in results are actually statistically significant i.e. whether they are 

likely to indicate real shifts in, for example, attendance or participation, etc. With the core 

sample size of 2,110, results for the sample as a whole are accurate to +/- 2.2% at the 95% 

level of confidence. The table below illustrates the differences required for various levels of 

result to be significant.  

Result Difference required for change to be 
statistically significant 

5% or 95% 
10% or 90% 
15% or 85% 
20% or 80% 
30% or 70% 
40% or 60% 
50% 

+/- 1.5% 
+/- 1.9% 
+/- 2.3% 
+/- 2.6% 
+/- 2.9% 
+/- 3.1% 
+/- 3.1% 

For example, in the 2006, survey 30% of the adult population indicated that they had visited a 

museum.  Based on the above, in the 2008 survey a result of 27.1% or under or 32.9% or over 

would have been considered to be a real change (i.e. a change of more than + or 

 

2.9 

percentage points). However, the result of 32% which was obtained could not be considered as 

being a statistically significant shift as it is within these margins of error. Throughout this report 

only changes in results which are statistically significant have been highlighted in the 

commentary. 
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1.4 Defining attendance, participation and combined attendance and participation 

In the survey questionnaire, respondents were asked whether they had attended

 
any of a list of 

events and activities during the previous 12 months (Q3a). A subsequent question (Q4a) asked 

respondents which of a list of activities they had participated in

 

during the previous 12 months. 

The activities included in these lists were as follows. 

 Arts and cultural activities included in definitions of attendance and participation  
Q3a) Event/ activities attended

  

Q4a) Activities participated in 

Plays 
Ballet 
Contemporary Dance 
Scottish traditional dance 
Culturally specific dance  
Other style of dance 
Pantomime or variety Show 
Opera/Operetta 
Experimental theatre (including visual and digital) 
Puppetry 
Jazz Music 
Scottish traditional/ Scottish folk music  
Culturally specific music  
Orchestral Music 
Chamber Music or recitals 
Country & Western Music 
Rock or Pop Music 
Experimental/electronic music 
Literary or Poetry Event 
Cinema 
Musicals 
Arts Festivals 
Carnival/circus (not involving animals) 
Video/Multi-media/ performance art 
Contemporary illustration 
Contemporary drawing 
Contemporary painting 
Contemporary printmaking 
Contemporary sculpture 
Contemporary photography 
Contemporary computer generated/digital art 
Moving image (viewing artists film & video) 
Contemporary installation  
Contemporary crafts 
Traditional crafts 
Live art 
Outdoor art/ performance/ street art 
Art Galleries 
Museum 

Drama 
Opera or light opera 
Singing in a choir  
Scottish traditional dance 
Culturally specific dance  
Ballet 
Contemporary dance 
Experimental theatre (including visual and digital) 
Puppetry 
Other style dance 
Playing a musical instrument 
Scottish traditional/Scottish folk music 
Culturally specific music  
Experimental/electronic music 
Writing poetry 
Writing stories or articles 
Reading books 
Buying a work of fiction or poetry 
Buying any other types of book 
Painting or drawing 
Printmaking 
Sculpture 
Photography (other than family or holiday snaps) 
Knitting/other textile crafts 
Wood crafts 
Any other crafts 
Making films (apart from video) 
Filming on video (apart from 'family' life or events) 
Computer generated/digital art 
Buying a work of art or craft object 

In the analysis of the results, the proportion of respondents meeting each of the following 

definitions has been calculated across the total sample and amongst the individual under-

represented and regional groupings: 

1) Proportion who have attended any event or activity at Q3a in the previous 12 months.  

In the core sample, which represents all adults living in Scotland, 77% of respondents had 

attended at least one event or activity. In tables, this category is labelled Any attendance . 
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2) Proportion who had participated in any activity at Q4a in the previous 12 months. 

In the core sample, 71% of respondents had participated in at least one activity. In tables, this 

category is labelled Any participation . 

3) Proportion who had either attended and/or participated

 

in an event or activity at Q3a and/or 

Q4a. 

In the core sample 90% of respondents had attended or participated in at least one event or 

activity. This is a higher proportion than the individual attendance and participation categories 

as some respondents attended but did not participate or vice versa. In tables this category is 

labelled Combined attendance and participation . 

1.5 Note on report format 

In the following sections of this report please note the following reporting conventions: 

Rounding 

Throughout this report percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole number. Therefore 

totals do not always equal 100%. 

Commentary 

The commentary provided in this report highlights the key findings and only statistically 

significant variations are discussed (i.e. in terms of differences between groups within the 

population and between the results obtained in different years). Also, percentage results are 

included within the commentary, usually within brackets.  

In general, the commentary relates to results within a table or figure on the same or next page. 

To assist the reader reference is made to table and figure numbers.  

Highlighting results of statistical significance 

In the sections of the report which provide results regarding attendance and participation 

amongst under-represented groups and Scotland s regions, a series of tables (Tables 2-7 to 2-

39) have been provided illustrating levels of attendance within each group and region and, for 

comparison, amongst the wider population. In these tables, the column furthest to the right 

illustrates the percentage point difference between the group and the wider population s 

attendance or participation. To assist the reader those differences which are statistically 

significant are highlighted using the ~ symbol. 
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Use of Socio Economic Groups 

All respondents have been classified by Socio Economic Group (SEG). This classification is 

based upon the respondent s occupation and is a standard approach used in many social and 

market research surveys. A definition of the 5 SEG classifications (A, B, C1, C2, D and E) is 

provided in Appendix 1. 

In the following sections, the results obtained amongst combinations of these groups have been 

reported where significantly different from others. The following combinations have been used 

most often: 

- ABs  members of the A and B groups. 

- ABC1s  members of the A, B or C1 groups. 

- C2DEs  members of the C2, D or E groups. 

- DEs  members of the D or E groups.   
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2. Current Attendance and Participation 

2.1 Scottish adult population 

This section of the report outlines the results of the survey relating to attendance and 

participation amongst the Scottish adult population as a whole. Where possible, the 2008 survey 

findings are compared with those obtained during 2004 and 20064. 

2.1.1 Combined attendance or participation 

Some 90% of adults living in Scotland (aged 16 or over) attended and/or participated in an arts 

or cultural activity during the previous 12 months (this proportion includes any adults who had 

participated or attended one or more of any of the activities listed on page 11). This proportion is 

the same as that recorded in the 2006 survey and higher than the 85% recorded in the 2004 

survey.        

Applying this proportion to the Scottish adult population of 4.1 million suggests that, in the 12 

months preceding the 2008 survey, some 3.6 million Scottish adults took part in or attended one 

or more arts or cultural activity.   

Overall levels of attendance and participation varied according to demographic status with 

higher proportions of people aged under 35 and members of the AB socio-economic groups 

taking part (95% and 98% respectively). 

2.1.2 Attendance 

Some 77% of adults living in Scotland had attended an arts or cultural activity within the 

previous 12 months (see full list of activities on page 11), the same proportion as was recorded 

in 2006 (77%) and similar to that recorded during 2004 (75%). 

                                                

 

4 Comparisons with the results of surveys undertaken before 2004 are not possible due to 
changes in the survey methodology. 
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As illustrated in Table 2-1 below5, excluding cinema attendance, some two-thirds of adults living 

in Scotland had attended an arts or cultural activity (68%), a similar proportion to that recorded 

in 2006 (65%) and 2004 (66%).  

Table 2-2 Cultural activities attended during last 12 months  Scottish adult population (%)  
2004 2006 2008 

Any Arts event attended 75 77 77 

    

Any Arts (exc. rock & pop/ country) 73 75 75 

Any Arts (exc. cinema) 66 65 68 

Any Arts (exc. cinema/ museum/ gallery) 61 60 61 

Any Arts (exc. cinema/ museum/ gallery/ rock and pop/ country) 53 52 52 

Any performance in theatre 42 42 40 

Any music 40 38 41 

Any visual arts (exc. cinema) 39 38 41 

Any visual arts (exc. cinema/museum)  n/a n/a 32 

Any music (exc. rock & pop & country) 21 21 20 

Any dance 15 14 11 

Base: 2,020 2,029 2,110 

n/a  not available for 2004 and 2006 surveys. 

Around two-fifths (40%) of adults living in Scotland had attended any performance in a theatre 

while a similar sized proportion had attended any music event (41%). Around half (52%) had 

attended an arts performance other than visiting a cinema, museum, gallery, rock or pop event 

or country music event.   

Comparing the 2008 results with those obtained in 2006, some statistically significant 

differences can be seen with small increases in the proportions of people attending any arts, 

excluding cinema (from 65% of Scottish adults in 2006 to 68% in 2008), attending visual arts, 

excluding cinema (38% to 41%) and attending music events (38% to 41%). However, there was 

a slight decrease in the proportion attending any dance event (from 14% to 11%). 

When analysing the categories of events attended during the previous 12 months by 

respondent characteristics, there are some noticeable differences: 

 

Any arts (77% of adults living in Scotland attended): as a whole, arts and cultural activities 

were most likely to have been undertaken by people aged 16 to 34 (90% attended), 

members of the ABC1 socio-economic groups (87%), those who were still in full-time 

                                                

 

5 The groupings of art forms used in Table 2-1 and discussed in this section (e.g. any arts 
excluding cinema/ museum/ gallery) were agreed with Scottish Arts Council and allow for a 
comparison of overall levels of attendance on the basis of a variety of definitions of the Arts 
since 2004. 
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education (95%), those who were employed full-time (95%), those with a degree 

qualification (90%) and those with a household income of £50,000 or more per year (97%). 

 
Any arts (exc. cinema) (68% of adults living in Scotland attended): when cinema attendance 

is removed from the analysis, attendance was similar across all age groups between 16 and 

64 (72% attended) but lower amongst those aged 65 or over (52%). Attendance, excluding 

cinema, was also higher amongst the AB socio-economic groups (85%), those with a 

degree qualification (86%) and those with a household income of £50,000 or more per year 

(92%). 

 

Any arts (exc. cinema/ museum/ gallery/ rock and pop/ country & western) (52% of adults 

living in Scotland attended): when attendance and visits to cinemas, museums, galleries and 

rock, pop and country and music events are excluded, attendance in the remaining arts and 

cultural activities was found to be highest amongst women (56% attended), the AB socio-

economic groups (73%), those with a degree qualification (75%) and those with a household 

income of £50,000 or more per year (79%). 

 

Any performance in a theatre (40% of adults living in Scotland attended): a higher proportion 

of females (47% attended), those aged 55 to 64 (46%), members of the AB socio-economic 

groups (57%), those with a degree qualification (57%) and those with a household income of 

£50,000 or more per year (63%) had been to one or more performances in a theatre. 

 

Any music (41% of adults living in Scotland attended): a larger proportion of males (44% 

attended), people aged 16 to 24 (55%), members of the AB socio-economic groups (60%) 

and people in full-time education (62%) had attended any music event. 

 

Any music (exc. rock & pop/ country) (20% of adults living in Scotland attended): when rock, 

pop and country music events are excluded from the analysis, the highest proportions 

attending the remaining types of music event were aged 45 or over (25% attended), 

members of the AB socio-economic groups (38%), those with a degree qualification (41%) 

and those with a household income of £50,000 or more per year (33%). 

 

Any visual arts (exc. cinema/museums) (32% of adults living in Scotland attended): 

attendance at this type of activity was highest amongst those aged 55 to 64 (42% attended), 

those in the AB socio-economic groups (53%) and those with a degree qualification (55%). 

 

Any dance (11% of adults living in Scotland attended): more popular amongst females (14% 

attended), those in the AB socio-economic groups (21%) and those with a degree 

qualification (21%). 



 

17 

Respondents were presented with a list of arts and cultural activities and asked to indicate how 

often, if at all, they attended these activities either as a member of the audience or as a visitor 

(attendance could have taken place in any place including outside of Scotland). Table 2-2 

overleaf illustrates the proportions of respondents that attended each activity during the last 12 

months and how often they did so. 
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Table 2-3 Attendance at arts and cultural events and activities amongst Scottish adult population (%)     
How often attended in last 12 months 

2008 

 
2004 2006 2008 Once 2 or 3 

times 
4 or more 

times 

       
Cinema 52 57 55 5 15 36 

Museums 30 30 32 9 13 10 

Art galleries 25 24 27 8 11 8 

Rock and pop music 24 22 27 8 11 9 

Musicals 15 18 17 9 7 2 

Plays 18 17 17 5 8 4 

Pantomime or variety show 19 15 15 11 3 1 

Arts festivals 8 10 9 5 3 1 

Scottish traditional/Scottish folk music n/a n/a 9 3 4 2 

Orchestral music  3 7 6 2 2 2 

Outdoor art /performance/ street art n/a n/a 6 3 2 1 

Jazz music 6 5 5 2 2 1 

Contemporary painting 6 5 5 1 2 1 

Traditional crafts n/a n/a 5 2 2 1 

Ballet 5 6 4 3 1 * 

Opera/ operetta 6 5 4 2 2 * 

Scottish traditional dance 7 4 4 2 1 1 

Contemporary photography 5 4 4 2 1 1 

Contemporary crafts 6 4 3 1 1 1 

Country and western music 4 3 3 1 1 1 

Chamber music/recitals 4 3 3 1 1 1 

Literary or poetry event 3 3 3 2 1 1 

Contemporary dance 3 3 2 1 1 * 

Carnival/ circus  6 3 2 2 * - 

Contemporary drawing 3 2 2 1 1 1 

Other style of dance n/a n/a 2 1 1 1 

Puppetry n/a n/a 2 1 * * 
Moving image (viewing artist s film/video) n/a n/a 2 1 1 1 

Live art n/a n/a 2 1 1 * 

Video/ multi-media perf. art 3 3 1 1 * * 

Contemporary sculpture 3 3 1 1 * * 

Contemporary printmaking 2 1 1 1 * * 

Contemporary illustration 2 1 1 1 * * 

Contemporary installation 1 1 1 * * * 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a 1 * * * 

Experimental theatre (including visual and digital) n/a n/a 1 1 * * 

Experimental/electronic music n/a n/a 1 * * 1 

Contemporary computer generated/digital art n/a n/a 1 * * * 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a 1 * 1 * 

Base: 2,020 2,029 2,110 2,110 2,110 2,110 

* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included as separate 
categories)  
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As Table 2-2 illustrates, the arts and cultural activities undertaken by the largest proportions of 

adults living in Scotland were going to the cinema (55%), visiting museums (32%), visiting art 

galleries (27%) and attending rock and pop music events (27%). Other activities undertaken by 

more than a tenth of all adults included attending musicals (17%), plays (17%) and pantomimes 

or variety shows (15%).   

Comparing the results obtained in 2008 with the 2006 survey suggests that there have been 

statistically significant increases in the proportions of adults living in Scotland attending rock or 

pop music events (from 22% attending to 27%) and going to art galleries (24% to 27%).   

Table 2-2 also illustrates the frequency of attendance in each of the activities. This analysis 

suggests that while most of those who had been to the cinema had done so on at least 4 

occasions during the previous 12 months, other activities including attending pantomimes and 

variety shows, arts festivals, ballet and opera were more likely to be undertaken on just one 

occasion during this period. 

Further details on the proportions of different groups undertaking each activity are provided in 

the following sections. 

Cinema

  

Cinema (55% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

just over a third of adults living in 

Scotland went to the cinema on 4 or more occasions during the previous 12 months (36%) 

while a further 15% went on 2 or 3 occasions.   Adults living in Scotland most likely to have 

gone to the cinema included those aged 16 to 24 (81% attended) or 25 to 34 (69%). 

Conversely, only 20% of people aged 65 or over had gone to the cinema on one or more 

occasions in the previous 12 months. 

Visual arts

 

Overall, about two in five adults living in Scotland (41%) attended any visual arts event (other 

than the cinema), a slight increase on the proportion recorded in 2006 (38%). Excluding 

attendance at museums, 32% of the population visited an art gallery or attended another visual 

arts event. 
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The following points provide some further details on attendance at different types of visual arts. 

It is notable that members of the AB socio-economic groups, those with a degree qualification 

and those with higher household incomes were generally more likely to have attended any of 

the places and activities listed below: 

 

Museums (32% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

10% of adult residents of 

Scotland went to a museum on 4 or more occasions during the previous 12 months, 13% 

went on 2 or 3 occasions and 9% went once. Larger proportions of those in the AB socio-

economic groups (51% attended), those with a degree qualification (53%) and those with 

a household income of £50,000 or more (53%) had visited one or more museums during 

the previous 12 months. 

 

Art galleries (27% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

8% of adults living in Scotland 

went to art galleries on 4 or more occasions during the previous 12 months, 11% went on 

2 or 3 occasions and 8% went once. Respondents most likely to have gone to an art 

gallery included those aged 45 to 64 (32% attended), those in the AB socio-economic 

groups (47%), those with a degree qualification (48%) and those with a household income 

of £25,000 or more (37%). 

 

Contemporary painting (5% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

3% of adult residents 

of Scotland went to see contemporary painting on 2 or more occasions during the 

previous 12 months while 1% went once. Larger proportions of people aged 45 to 64 (5% 

attended) and, more notably, members of the AB socio-economic groups (12%) and those 

with a degree qualification (13%) undertook this activity. 

 

Contemporary photography (4% of adults living in Scotland attended) - attended by 8% 

of ABs, 10% with a degree.  

 

Contemporary drawing (2% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

attended by 5% of 

ABs, 6% with a degree. 

 

Contemporary sculpture (1% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

attended by 3% of 

ABs, 4% with a degree. 

 

Contemporary illustration (1% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

attended by 3% of 

ABs, 3% with a degree. 

 

Contemporary printmaking (1% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

attended by 3% 

of ABs, 4% with a degree. 
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Contemporary installation (1% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 
attended by 3% of 

ABs, 3% with a degree. 

 
Contemporary computer generated/digital art (1% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

attended by 3% with a degree. 

Music

 

Some 41% of all adults living in Scotland had attended music events during the previous 12 

months, a slightly higher proportion than that recorded in 2006 (38%). Around half of this 

proportion (20%) had attended any music events excluding rock, pop and country and western 

music, a similar proportion to that recorded in 2006 (21%).   

The following points provide more details on attendance at specific types of music event. 

 

Rock and Pop music (27% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

a fifth of adults 

attended this type of event on 2 or more occasions during the previous 12 months (20%) 

while 8% attended one event. The proportion taking part in this activity increased from 22% 

in 2006. Respondents most likely to have stated that they attended this type of event 

included those who were still in full-time education (53% attended), males (32%) and those 

aged 16 to 24 (50%), 25 to 34 (41%) or 35 to 44 (35%).  

 

Scottish traditional/Scottish folk music (9% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

some 

6% of adults living in Scotland stated that they attended this activity on 2 or more occasions 

during the last 12 months while 3% attended once. A larger proportion of residents of rural 

areas (12% attended), those aged 45 to 54 (13%), ABs (16%) and those with a degree 

qualification (18%) had attended. 

 

Orchestral music (6% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

respondents most likely to 

attend this type of activity during the previous 12 months included those aged 45 to 64 

(11% attended), members of the AB socio-economic groups (16%) and those with a degree 

qualification (16%). 

 

Jazz music (5% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

larger proportions of adult 

residents of Scotland in the ABC1 socio-economic groups (8% attended) and those with a 

degree qualification (11%) had attended jazz music events during the previous 12 months. 

 

Opera/operetta (4% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

adult residents of Scotland 

more likely to have attended opera/operetta during the previous 12 months included women 
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(5%), those aged 45 or over (6%), retired people (7%) and those with a degree qualification 

(12%).  

 
Country and western music (3% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 
a larger 

proportion of men (4% attended) and those aged 55 to 64 (6%) attended country and 

western music events. 

 

Chamber music or recitals (3% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

members of the 

AB socio-economic groups (8% attended) and those with a degree qualification (8%) were 

more likely to attend this type of event. 

 

Experimental/electronic music (1% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

people aged 

16 to 34 were more likely to attend this type of event (4% attended). 

 

Culturally specific music (1% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

members of ethnic 

minority populations were more likely to attend this type of event (4%). The 26 respondents 

within the core sample who had attended one or more culturally specific dance event were 

asked to provide more details. 6 had attended a folk music event, 5 had attended an Asian 

music event and 3 had attended an Irish music event6.     

Plays

  

Plays (17% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

about 1 in 8 adults living in Scotland 

went to 2 or more plays during the previous 12 months (12%) while 5% attended only one 

play. Respondents more likely than average to have attended any plays during the previous 

12 months included women (20% attended), ABs (30%), those still in full-time education 

(29%), those with a degree qualification (29%) and those with a household income of 

£25,000 per year or more (24%). 

Dance

 

Overall, 11% of adults living in Scotland had attended a dance event during the previous 12 

months, a slight decrease from the proportion recorded in the 2006 survey (14%). The following 

points provide more details of attendance at different types of dance. 

 

Ballet (4% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

3% of adult residents of Scotland 

attended this type of event once in the previous 12 months while 1% attended more often. 

                                                

 

6 
Due to the small base size, the number of respondents is provided rather than a percentage. 
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A larger proportion of females (7%), people aged 55 to 64 (6%), members of the AB socio-

economic groups (11%) and those with a degree (10%) had attended.  

 
Scottish traditional dance (4% of adults living in Scotland attended)  2% of respondents 

went to see Scottish traditional dance on 2 or more occasions in the last 12 months and 2% 

attended once. Adults living in Scotland most likely to attend this type of event included ABs 

(8% attended). 

 

Contemporary dance (2% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

a larger proportion of 

ABs (6%) and people with a degree (5%) had attended contemporary dance events. 

 

Styles of dance other than ballet, contemporary or Scottish traditional (2% of adults living 

in Scotland attended) 

 

adult residents of Scotland more likely to have attended styles of 

dance other than those specified in the questionnaire included those aged 16 to 24 (4% 

attended). 

 

Culturally specific dance (1% of adults living in Scotland attended) - members of ethnic 

minority populations were more likely to attend this type of event (3% attended). The 17 

respondents within the core sample who had attended one or more culturally specific dance 

event were asked to provide more details. 5 had attended an Irish dance event, 5 had 

attended an Asian dance event and 3 had attended an African dance event7.   

Literature

  

Literary or poetry event (3% of adults living in Scotland attended)  2% of adult residents 

of Scotland attended this type of event on 2 or more occasions in the 12 months and 2% 

attended once. A comparison of levels of attendance amongst different groups of 

respondents suggests that those in the AB socio-economic groups (5% attended) and those 

with a degree (8%) were more likely to have attended. 

Musicals

  

Musicals (17% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

9% of adults living in Scotland 

attended musicals on 2 or more occasions in the last 12 months while 9% attended once. 

Respondents most likely to attend a musical included females (21% attended), those aged 

45 to 64 (22%) and those in the ABC1 socio-economic groups (24%). 

Arts Festivals

 

                                                

 

7 Due to the small base size, the number of respondents is provided rather than a percentage. 
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Arts festivals (9% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 
4% of adults living in Scotland 

went to arts festivals on 2 or more occasions during the previous 12 months and 5% 

attended once. Respondents most likely to have attended this type of event included those 

aged 45 to 54 (13% attended), ABs (26%), C1s (21%), those who are still in full-time 

education (15%) and those with a degree qualification (22%). 

Carnivals/ Circus

  

Carnival/ circus (2% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

the proportion of adult 

residents of Scotland attending a carnival or circus decreased from 3% in 2006 and 6% in 

the 2004 survey.  

Pantomimes/variety shows

  

Pantomime or other variety show (15% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

while 4% 

of adults living in Scotland had attended this type of event on 2 or more occasions during 

the last 12 months, a higher proportion attended just once (11%).  A larger proportion of 

females (21% attended), people aged between 35 and 44 (20%) and those employed part-

time (23%) attended this type of event. 

Crafts

  

Traditional crafts (5% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

a larger proportion of 

women (6%) and those aged 45 to 64 (7%) attended events related to this activity. 

 

Contemporary crafts (3% of adults living in Scotland attended) 

 

women (4%) and ABs 

(6%) were most likely to have attended this activity during the last 12 months. 
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2.1.3  Participation 

All respondents were asked to provide details of any arts-related event or activity in which they 

participated, as opposed to attended.  

As Table 2-3 below illustrates, 71% of adults living in Scotland stated that they had participated 

in arts or cultural activities during the previous 12 months, a decrease from the proportion 

recorded in the 2006 survey (76%) but still higher than the proportion recorded in the 2004 

survey (67%).  

This variation at the overall level reflects the changes in proportions reading and buying books 

in each year of the survey with the highest level recorded in 2006 (67%) while participation in 

this activity was lowest in 2004 (56%). 

In terms of participation in the other art form categories, there were no other statistically 

significant changes between 2006 and 2008. 

Table 2-3  Events or activities participated in -  adult population in Scotland (%)  
2004 2006 2008 

Any participation 67 76 71 

Reading and buying books (including buying a work of fiction or 

poetry and/or reading books) 

56 67 61 

Any visual arts (printmaking/ painting or drawing/ photography/ 

sculpture) 

12 16 15 

Undertaking any crafts (knitting/ other textile crafts/ wood crafts/ any 

other crafts) 

15 15 13 

Any performance (drama/ amateur singing/ choir/ Scottish traditional 

dance/ playing a musical instrument/ amateur opera or light opera/ 

amateur dance or ballet) 

16 14 15 

Any writing (writing stories/poetry) 5 6 5 
Base: 2,020 2,029 2,110 
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Some of the main variations in levels of participation between different demographic groups are 

described below: 

Reading and buying books (61% of adults living in Scotland participated) 

 
participation in this 

activity was highest amongst women (66% participated), members of the ABC1 socio-economic 

groups (69%), those still in full-time education (73%) and those with a degree qualification 

(73%).  

Any visual arts (15% of adults living in Scotland participated) 

 

respondents most likely to take 

part in visual arts activities included those aged 16 to 24 (20% participated), members of the AB 

socio-economic groups (23%), those with a degree qualification (24%) and those with a 

household income of over £50,000 per year (26%). 

Any crafts (13% of adults living in Scotland participated) - more likely to be undertaken by 

women (18% participated), people aged 55 to 64 (18%) and people who are retired or employed 

part-time (16%). 

Any performance (15% of adults living in Scotland participated) 

 

more likely to be undertaken 

by people aged 16 to 24 (24% participated), ABC1s (20%), people in full-time education (35%) 

and those with a degree qualification (24%).  

Any writing (5% of adults living in Scotland participated) - a larger proportion of people in full-

time education (14% participated), those with a degree qualification (12%) and ABs (10%) had 

taken part in this activity. 

When asked how frequently they had taken part in the different activities (see Table 2-4 

overleaf), reading books was the most frequently undertaken with just over half of adults living in 

Scotland having read one or more books on 4 or more occasions in the last 12 months (54%). 

This represents a statistically significant decrease from 2006 when 59% of respondents stated 

that they had read on 4 or more occasions. 

Between the 2006 and 2008 surveys, the proportion of adults living in Scotland participating in 

reading books, buying non-fiction books, buying art or craft objects and participating in knitting 

or other textile crafts decreased.   
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Table 2-4  Levels of participation amongst adult population in Scotland (%)     
How often participated in last 12 

months 
2008

  
2004 2006 2008 Once 2 or 3 

times

 
4 or more 

times

 
Reading books 54 67 61 1 5 54 
Buying a work of fiction/ poetry 24 26 25 1 4 20 

Buying other types of book 21 28 23 1 9 17 

Painting or drawing 8 11 10 * 2 8 

Playing a musical instrument 8 8 8 * 1 7 

Buying a work of art or craft object 8 12 7 1 3 2 

Knitting/ other textile crafts 9 9 7 1 1 5 

Photography (exc. holiday snaps) 6 7 7 * 1 6 

Crafts other than textile, wood, painting, 

drawing, sculpture

 

5 5 5 * 1 4 

Writing stories or articles 4 4 4 * 1 3 

Computer generated/ digital art n/a n/a 4 * * 3 
Wood crafts 3 3 3 * * 2 

Writing poetry 2 3 3 * 1 2 

Scottish traditional dance 4 2 3 1 1 1 

Other style dance n/a n/a 2 * * 2 

Singing in a choir 3 2 2 * * 2 

Scottish traditional/ Scottish folk music n/a n/a 2 * * 1 

Drama 2 1 2 1 1 1 

Filming on video (exc. family life) 2 2 1 * * 1 

Contemporary dance 1 1 1 * * 1 

Printmaking 1 1 1 * * * 

Sculpture 1 1 1 * * * 

Making films (exc. video) * 1 1 * * 1 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a 1 - * * 

Experimental/electronic music n/a n/a 1 * - 1 

Ballet  * 1 * * * * 

Opera/ light opera 1 * * * * * 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a * * * * 

Puppetry n/a n/a * * - * 

Experimental theatre (including visual and 

digital 

n/a n/a * * - - 

Base: 2,020 2,029 2,110 2,110 2,110 2,110 

* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included as 
separate categories)  

An analysis of the types of people participating in the most popular activities illustrates the 

following variations: 

Reading books (61% of adults living in Scotland participated) 

 

a larger proportion of women 

(66% participated), ABC1s (69%), those who were still in full-time education (72%) and those 

with a degree qualification (72%) had taken part in reading at least once in the previous 12 

months. In contrast, lower proportions of members of the C2DE socio-economic groups (52%), 

men (55%) and people with no qualifications (51%) stated that they had read one or more books 

during this period. 
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Buying a work of fiction/ poetry (25% of adults living in Scotland participated) 

 
people more 

likely to buy a work of fiction or poetry included women (29%), members of the AB socio-

economic groups (39%) and those who have a degree qualification (40%).  

Buying other types of book (23% of adults living in Scotland participated) 

 

people aged 

between 45 and 64 (29% participated), residents of urban areas (30%), ABs (37%) and people 

with a degree qualification (40%) were the groups most likely to have purchased one or more 

books other than fiction or poetry.  

Painting or drawing (11% of adults living in Scotland participated) 

 

the highest proportions of 

adults taking part in this activity were found amongst females (12%), those aged between 16 

and 24 (15%), ABs (16%) and those in full-time education (18%). 8% of respondents had 

undertaken this activity on 4 or more occasions during the previous 12 months.  

Playing a musical instrument (8% of adults living in Scotland participated) 

 

a larger proportion 

of men (10% participated) and those aged 16 to 24 (15%) had played a musical instrument in 

the previous 12 months.   
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2.2 Under-represented groups 

2.2.1  Summary  

This section of the report provides the results of the interviews undertaken amongst the seven 

under-represented groups which have been identified as priorities for the Scottish Arts Council. 

These groups are as follows: 

 

residents of deprived areas 

 

disabled people  

 

women  

 

residents of rural areas 

 

people aged 16-24 

 

people aged 65+ 

 

minority ethnic communities. 

The sampling approach for this survey was designed to ensure adequate coverage of each of 

the above groups, thereby permitting valid comparisons of the results obtained in 2004, 2006 

and 2008. 

Table 2-5 overleaf provides a summary of overall levels of attendance and participation and 

combined attendance and/or participation amongst members of each of these groups. In terms 

of attendance at arts and cultural activities, the only statistically significant change between 

2006 and 2008 was amongst minority ethnic communities (decrease from 71% attending to 

66%) while attendance levels were the same or within statistical margins of error amongst all of 

the other groups. 

Levels of participation in arts and cultural activities decreased amongst two of the seven under 

represented groups - disabled people (from 70% participating to 65%) and women (from 80% 

participating to 75%). Notably, for both of these groups levels remained above those recorded in 

2004.  

Combining the attendance and participation measures, overall levels of taking part (i.e. 

attendance and/or participation in one or more of any of the activities listed on page 11) 

remained similar to 2006 results with no significant changes amongst any of the under 

represented groups.  
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Table 2-5  Summary of total attendance, participation and combined attendance & participation 2004, 2006 & 2008  
surveys (%)  

Attendance 

  
2004 2006 2008 

People living in deprived areas 67 67 69 

Disabled people 50 48 49 

Women 75 77 77 

People living in rural areas 75 74 75 

People aged 16 to 24 87 93 92 

People aged 65+ 52 49 49 

Minority ethnic communities 70 71 66 

ALL ADULTS LIVING IN SCOTLAND 75 77 77 

     

Participation 

  

2004 2006 2008 

People living in deprived areas 52 68 66 

Disabled people 58 70 65 

Women 69 80 75 

People living in rural areas 69 74 74 

People aged 16 to 24 65 73 68 

People aged 65+ 61 69 66 

Minority ethnic communities 60 65 61 

ALL ADULTS LIVING IN SCOTLAND 67 76 71 

     

Combined attendance and participation 

  

2004 2006 2008 

People living in deprived areas 76 83 86 

Disabled people 70 77 79 

Women 86 92 91 

People living in rural areas 86 88 90 

People aged 16 to 24 91 95 96 

People aged 65+ 73 77 79 

Minority ethnic communities 82 82 80 

ALL ADULTS LIVING IN SCOTLAND 85 90 90 
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Applying the percentages in Table 2-5 to Census data regarding the size of adult population 

within each of these groups, it is possible to estimate the numbers of adults within each group 

that attended or participated in arts and cultural activities. It is therefore possible to estimate the 

percentage change in numbers attending and/or participating between 2004, 2006 and 2008, as 

detailed in Table 2-6 below.  

Table 2-6  Change in combined attendance & participation amongst under-represented groups 

This analysis suggests that between 2006 and 2008 there were no statistically significant 

changes in the numbers taking part amongst any of the under represented groups. 

The following sections provide a more detailed analysis of levels of attendance at and 

participation in arts and cultural activities amongst each of these groups.   

Estimated number participating and/or attending 
2006 to 2008 

 

% Change 

 

Population 2004 2006 2008  

People living in deprived areas 525,000 399,000 436,000 452,000 +4% 

Disabled people 933,000 653,000 719,000 738,000 +3% 

Women 2,110,000 1,815,000 1,941,000 1,920,000 -1% 

People living in rural areas 769,000 661,000 677,000 692,000 +2% 

People aged 16 to 24 626,000 570,000 595,000 601,000 +1% 

People aged 65+ 805,000 588,000 621,000 636,000 +3% 

Minority ethnic communities 71,000 58,000 58,000 57,000 -2 

ALL ADULTS LIVING IN SCOTLAND 4,007,000 3,406,000 3,606,000 3,606,000 0% 
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2.2.2  Residents of deprived areas 

A total of 573 interviews were undertaken with residents of deprived areas, as defined using the 

Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation. More details of how deprived areas have been defined 

are provided in Appendix 38. 

Key findings 

In 2008, 86% of adults living in deprived areas had either attended or participated in arts or 

cultural activities. This was a similar level to that recorded in 2006 (83%) but higher than in 2004 

(76%).  Compared to residents of other areas, adults who lived in deprived areas were less 

likely to attend or participate in arts and cultural activities (90% and 86% respectively). More 

detailed analysis9 has suggested that the variation between levels of taking part in deprived 

areas and other areas was greatest amongst older people but less amongst people with a 

degree and people with no qualifications.  

Attendance 

Table 2-7 overleaf details attendance in different categories of art form amongst residents of 

deprived areas and for comparison, amongst residents of Scotland who do not live in areas 

defined as being deprived. 69% of residents of deprived areas had attended any of the art forms 

listed during the previous 12 months, a significantly lower proportion than amongst adults living 

in other areas (78% attended).  

In terms of the types of events attended, residents of deprived areas were much less likely than 

residents of other areas to have attended a theatre performance (27% and 42% attended 

respectively) or music event (28% and 43%). A more detailed comparison of attendance at 

specific activities reveals that residents of deprived areas were particularly less likely than 

residents of other areas to have attended rock/pop events (18% and 29% attended 

respectively), visited the cinema (47% and 56%), attended musicals (9% and 18%) or attended 

plays (10% and 18%).  

While overall levels of attendance amongst residents of deprived areas remained similar in 2008 

to those recorded in 2006, during 2008 a higher proportion stated that they had visited an art 

gallery (increase from 15% to 24%) while a lower proportion had attended a carnival/circus 

(decrease from 5% to 2%). 

                                                

 

8 Also see www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/SIMD/ for full details  
9 For more details see report of Multivariate analysis provided under a separate cover. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/SIMD/


 

33 

Table 2-7 

  
Attendance of arts and cultural events and activities amongst residents of deprived areas (%)   

Residents of deprived areas 
Residents of other 

areas 

Difference between                   
deprived areas & 

other areas  

 
2004 2006 2008 2008 2008 

Any events attended 67 67 69 78 -9~ 

Any performance in theatre 31 28 27 42 -15~ 

Any music 31 27 28 43 -15~  

Any visual arts (exc. cinema) 30 28 34 42 -8~ 

Any dance 8 9 7 12 -5~ 

Cinema 45 47 47 56 -9~ 

Museums 23 25 27 33 -6~ 

Art galleries 23 15 24 27 -3 

Rock or pop music 20 18 18 29 -11~ 

Pantomime or variety show 17 13 12 16 -4~ 

Plays 12 9 10 18 -8~ 

Musicals 8 10 9 18 -9~ 

Arts festivals 4 4 5 9 -4~ 

Scottish folk/traditional music n/a n/a 5 9 -4~ 

Orchestral music 2 2 4 7 -3~ 

Outdoor art/performance/street 
art 

n/a n/a 4 7 -3~ 

Jazz music 5 3 3 6 -3~ 

Contemporary painting 4 2 3 5 -2~ 

Country & Western music 2 2 3 2 +1 

Opera/ operetta 4 2 3 4 -1 

Contemporary drawing 3 1 3 2 +1 

Traditional Crafts n/a n/a 3 5 -2~ 

Carnival/ circus 8 5 2 2 - 

Ballet 2 3 2 5 -3~ 

Other styles of dance 3 3 2 2 - 

Contemporary crafts 2 2 2 3 -1 

Contemporary dance 1 2 2 3 -1 

Scottish Traditional dance 3 2 2 4 -2~ 

Contemporary photography 2 1 2 4 -2~ 

Contemporary sculpture 2 1 2 1 +1 

Literary or poetry event 1 1 2 3 -1 

Moving image n/a n/a 2 2 - 

Contemporary illustration 2 1 1 1 - 

Contemporary printmaking 1 1 1 1 - 

Video/ multi-media/ perf. art 3 1 1 1 - 

Chamber music or recitals 1 * 1 3 -2~ 

Contemporary installation 1 * 1 1 - 

Puppetry n/a n/a 1 2 +1 

Experimental/ electronic music n/a n/a 1 2 -1 

Live art n/a n/a 1 3 -2~ 

Computer generated /digital art n/a n/a 1 1 - 
Experimental theatre (including 
visual and digital) n/a n/a  1 1 - 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a * 1 -1 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a * 1 -1 

Base: 517 587 573 1,752  
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* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included as separate 
categories)  ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 

Participation 

As shown in Table 2-8 overleaf, two-thirds of respondents who lived in deprived areas had 

participated in an arts or cultural event or activity during the previous twelve months (66%), a 

similar level to that recorded in 2006 (68%).  

Overall, participation amongst residents of deprived areas was significantly lower than amongst 

residents of other areas (66% and 71% participated respectively).  Most notably, residents of 

deprived areas were less likely than residents of other areas to participate in reading or buying 

books (57% and 62% respectively). 

Comparing the 2006 and 2008 results, participation levels remained broadly similar across the 

activities asked about with no statistically significant changes between the two years.  
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Table 2-8  Participation in arts and cultural activities amongst residents of deprived areas (%)  

Residents of deprived areas 
Residents of 
other areas 

Difference between                   
deprived areas & 

other areas 

 
2004 2006 2008 2008 2008 

Any participation 52 68 66 71 -5~ 

Reading or buying books 43 61 57 62 -5~ 

Undertaking any crafts 11 12 14 12 +2 

Any performance 12 11 13 15 -2 

Any visual arts 9 11 12 16 -4~ 

Any writing 3 5 5 5 - 

Reading books 42 61 57 61 -4 

Buying a work of fiction or poetry 14 19 22 25 -3 

Buying any other types of book 14 20 20 24 -4~ 

Painting or drawing 6 7 9 10 -1 

Knitting/other textile crafts 6 9 8 7 +1 

Playing a musical instrument 6 6 8 7 +1 

Photography (other than family 
or holiday snaps) 

3 5 5 8 -3~ 

Any other crafts 4 3 5 5 - 

Computer generated/digital art n/a n/a 4 4 - 

Buying a work of art or craft 
object 

6 6 3 8 -5~ 

Writing stories or articles 2 4 3 4 -1 

Writing poetry 1 2 3 3 0 

Other style dance 3 3 2 2 0 

Wood crafts 3 2 2 3 -1 

Scottish traditional dance 2 1 2 3 -1 

Drama 3 2 1 2 -1 

Making films apart from video 1 2 1 1 - 
Filming on video apart from 
family life or events 1 2 1 2 -1 

Singing in a choir 1 1 1 2 -1 

Contemporary dance - 1 1 1 - 

Folk/ Scottish traditional music 1 1 1 2 -1 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a 1 * 1 
Printmaking 1 1 * 1 -1 
Sculpture 1 1 * 1 -1 
Opera or light opera - * * * - 
Ballet - * * * - 
Culturally specific dance n/a n/a * 1 -1 
Experimental theatre (including 
visual and digital) n/a n/a * * - 

Puppetry n/a n/a * * - 

Experimental/electronic music n/a n/a * 1 +1 

Base 517 587 573 1,755  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included as 
separate categories)   ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference  
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2.2.2 Disabled respondents 

A total of 692 interviews were undertaken with respondents who stated, when asked, that 

they had some form of disability affecting mobility, sight, hearing or anything else. When 

asked to provide details of their disability or long term illness, 45% of respondents stated 

that they had a mobility related disability, 13% had problems with their sight and 9% had 

difficulty with their hearing. Just under a half reported having some other form of disability 

(48%). 

Table 2-9  Nature of disability (%)   
Disabled 

respondents 
Mobility 45 

Sight 13 

Hearing 9 

Other 48 

Base 692 

To determine whether these respondents were classified as disabled within the definition 

used in the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 (DDA), respondents were asked whether their 

long standing illness, health problem or disability had lasted, or was likely to last more than 

12 months, and whether this limited their daily activities or the work that they could do. 

Therefore, as shown in Table 2-10 below, it was found that the majority of respondents 

(72%) who defined themselves as disabled also had a disability which fulfilled the DDA 

definition, i.e. lasting more than 12 months and limiting daily activities and the work they 

could do.  To allow for the comparison of results collected in 2004 and 2006 surveys the 

following results are based upon respondents who defined themselves as disabled rather 

than the DDA definition. 

Table 2-10  DDA definition (%)   
Disabled 

respondents 
Has disability/long term illness/health problem that 

lasts/is likely to last more than 12 months 95 

Disability/long term illness/health problem limits daily 

activities/work undertaken 75 

Lasted more than 12 months and

 

limits daily 

activities/work undertaken 72 

Base 692 

 



    
Key findings 

In 2008, 79% of disabled people had either attended or participated in arts or cultural 

activities. This was a similar level to that recorded in 2006 (77%) but higher than in 2004 

(70%).  Compared to people without a disability, disabled people were much less likely to 

attend or participate in arts and cultural activities (91% and 79% respectively). More 

detailed analysis10 has suggested that the variation between levels of taking part amongst 

people with and without disabilities were greatest amongst those with no qualifications but 

less amongst those in the ABC1 socio-economic grades and those with a degree 

qualification.   

Attendance  

Table 2-11 overleaf illustrates attendance amongst people with disabilities during 2008, 

2006 and 2004 and, for comparison, amongst people without a disability in 2008.  In 2008, 

the proportion of disabled respondents who had attended an arts or cultural activity in the 

past 12 months was broadly similar to that recorded in 2006 (49% and 48% respectively) 

but significantly lower than amongst those without a disability (82% attended).  

Compared to respondents without a disability, people with a disability were less likely to 

have attended any music or visual arts event.  More specifically, disabled respondents were 

less likely to have been to the cinema, visited museums or attended rock or pop music 

events.  

Comparing the 2006 and 2008 results for those people with a disability, for the majority of 

events listed in the table overleaf, the proportions attending in 2006 and 2008 were the 

same or broadly similar. The only statistically significant changes were increases in the 

proportions attending any visual arts events, excluding cinema (from 21% attending to 25%) 

and in the proportion attending art galleries (from 13% to 18%).  

                                                

 

10 For more details see report of Multivariate analysis provided under a separate cover. 



    
Table 2-11 

  
Attendance of arts and cultural events and activities amongst people with a disability (%)  

People with a disability 

People 
without a 
disability 

Difference between                   
people with & 

without disabilities  

 
2004 2006 2008 2008 2008 

Any events attended 50 48 49 82 -33~ 

Any performance in theatre 25 28 27 42 -15~ 

Any music 21 20 19 45 -26~ 
Any visual arts (exc. cinema) 24 21 25 44 -19~ 
Any dance 8 8 8 12 -4~ 

Cinema 21 25 22 61 -39~ 

Art galleries 15 13 18 29 -11~ 

Museums 12 15 17 35 -18~ 

Pantomime or variety show 10 10 12 16 -4~ 

Musicals 4 11 10 18 -8~ 

Plays 8 10 9 18 -9~ 

Rock or pop music 4 6 8 31 -23~ 

Scottish traditional/folk music n/a n/a 5 9 -4~ 

Orchestral music 3 6 4 7 -3~ 

Traditional Crafts n/a n/a 4 5 -1 

Arts festivals 4 5 3 10 -7~ 

Jazz music 4 3 3 6 -3~ 

Contemporary painting 5 3 3 5 -2~ 

Scottish Traditional dance 3 3 3 4 -1 

Ballet 3 3 2 5 -3~ 

Opera/ operetta 5 3 2 4 -2~ 

Other styles of dance 2 2 2 2 - 

Contemporary crafts 5 2 2 3 -1 

Chamber music or recitals 1 2 2 3 -1 

Contemporary photography 3 1 2 4 -2~ 

Outdoor art/performance/street art n/a n/a 2 7 -5~ 

Moving image n/a n/a 2 2 - 

Country & Western music 3 3 1 3 -2~ 

Carnival/ circus (not involving animals) 2 1 1 2 -1 

Contemporary dance 1 1 1 3 -2~ 

Contemporary drawing 2 1 1 2 -1 

Contemporary sculpture 1 1 1 1 - 

Literary or poetry event 2 1 1 3 -2~ 

Contemporary illustration 1 * 1 1 - 

Contemporary installation * * 1 1 - 

Puppetry n/a n/a 1 2 -1 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a 1 1 - 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a 1 1 - 

Experimental/ electronic music n/a n/a 1 1 - 

Live art n/a n/a 1 3 -2~ 

Computer generated /digital art n/a n/a 1 1 - 

Video/ multi-media/ performance art 1 1 * 1 -1 

Contemporary printmaking 1 * * 1 -1 

Experimental theatre n/a n/a * 1 -1 

Base 279 1,186 692 1,720  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were 
included as separate categories)  ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



    
Participation 

As Table 2-12 overleaf illustrates, 65% of respondents with a disability had participated in 

an arts or cultural event or activity during the previous twelve months, a slightly lower 

proportion than amongst respondents without a disability (71%).   

However, as shown in Table 2-12, while participation in any performance (8% and 16% 

respectively) and the visual arts (9% and 16%) was somewhat lower amongst disabled 

people, levels of participation in any crafts or writing were similar amongst those with and 

without a disability.  

Between the 2006 and 2008 surveys, participation in arts and cultural activity decreased 

amongst disabled respondents from 70% to 65%. However the participation level remained 

above that recorded in 2004 (58%). 



    
Table 2-12  Participation in arts and cultural activities amongst people with a disability (%)  

People with a disability 

People 
without a 
disability 

Difference 
between                   

people with & 
without disabilities 

  
2004 2006 2008 2008 2008 

Any participation 58 70 65 71 -6~ 

Reading or buying books 47 62 56 62 -6~ 

Undertaking any crafts 18 21 12 12 - 

Any performance 10 8 8 16 -8~ 

Any visual arts 8 8 9 16 -7~ 

Any writing 4 3 4 5 -1~ 

Reading books 45 61 55 61 -6~ 

Buying a work of fiction or poetry 15 19 19 26 -7~ 

Buying any other types of book 13 18 14 25 -11~ 
Knitting/other textile crafts 13 16 9 7 +2 
Painting or drawing 6 6 5 11 -6~ 
Photography (other than family or 
holiday snaps) 3 3 4 8 -4~ 

Computer generated/digital art n/a n/a 4 4 - 

Buying a work of art or craft object 6 7 3 8 -5~ 

Any other crafts 5 6 3 5 -2~ 

Playing a musical instrument 5 3 3 9 -6~ 

Writing stories or articles 4 2 2 4 -2~ 

Other style dance 2 2 2 2 - 

Writing poetry 1 2 2 3 -1 

Wood crafts 3 2 1 3 -2~ 

Singing in a choir 2 2 1 2 -1 

Drama 1 1 1 2 -1 
Filming on video apart from family life 
or events 

1 1 1 1 - 

Scottish traditional dance 1 1 1 3 -2~ 

Contemporary dance 1 1 1 1 - 

Folk/ Scottish traditional music 1 1 1 2 -1 

Making films apart from video - * * 1 -1 

Printmaking * * - 1 -1 

Sculpture * * * 1 -1 

Opera or light opera - * - * - 

Ballet - * * * - 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a * 1 -1 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a * 1 -1 
Experimental theatre (including visual 
and digital) n/a n/a - * - 

Puppetry n/a n/a - * - 

Experimental/electronic music n/a n/a * 1 -1 

Base 279 1,189 692 1,720  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included 
as separate categories)   ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



    
2.2.3 Women 

A total of 1,194 women were included within the core survey sample. The following analysis 

is based upon this representative sample. 

Key findings 

In 2008, 91% of women had either attended or participated in arts or cultural activities. This 

was a similar level to that recorded in 2006 (92%) but higher than in 2004 (86%).  At an 

overall level, attendance and participation levels amongst men and women were similar 

(89% and 91%). However, more detailed analysis11 has suggested that amongst people 

with no qualifications, retired people and those aged 65 and over, women were more likely 

than men to take part.   

Attendance 

Table 2-13 overleaf details attendance at different categories of art forms amongst women 

in 2008, 2006 and 2004 and, for comparison, amongst men during 2008.  

In 2008, the proportion of women who had attended any arts or cultural event or activity 

was similar to that recorded amongst men (77% and 76% respectively). However, women 

were more likely than men to have attended any theatre performance in the past twelve 

months (47% and 31% attended respectively) but less likely to have attended any music 

event (37% and 44%).  

These differences are reflected in the proportions undertaking the specific activities listed, 

with women more likely than men to attend a pantomime/variety show (21% of women and 

9% of men attended) or a musical (21% and 13%) but less likely to attending a rock or pop 

music event (21% and 32%).  

Compared to 2006, in 2008 a larger percentage of women visited art galleries (increase 

from 23% to 29%) and museums (from 28% to 33%).  

                                                

 

11 For more details see report of Multivariate analysis provided under a separate cover. 



    
Table 2-13 

 
Attendance of arts and cultural events and activities amongst women (%)   

Women Men 
Difference between                   

men & women  

 
2004 2006 2008 2008 2008 

Any events attended 75 77 77 76 +1 
Any performance in theatre 48 47 47 31 +16~ 
Any music 39 34 37 44 -7~ 
Any visual arts (exc. Cinema) 40 37 43 39 +4 
Any dance 17 16 15 8 +7~ 

Cinema 50 57 54 54 - 

Museums 30 28 33 31 +2 

Art galleries 26 23 29 25 +4~ 

Musicals 17 20 21 13 +8~ 

Pantomime or variety show 23 20 21 9 +12~ 

Rock or pop music 22 18 21 32 -11~ 

Plays 21 18 20 14 +6~ 

Arts festivals 8 8 9 8 +1 

Scottish traditional/folk music n/a n/a 9 8 +1 

Orchestral music 3 7 8 5 +3~ 

Ballet 6 7 7 2 +5~ 

Traditional Crafts n/a n/a 7 4 3~ 

Contemporary painting 7 6 6 4 +2~ 

Opera/ operetta 7 6 6 3 +3~ 

Outdoor art/performance/street art n/a n/a 6 6 - 

Jazz music 5 4 5 6 -1 

Contemporary crafts 7 5 4 2 +2~ 

Scottish Traditional dance 8 4 4 4 - 

Contemporary photography 5 4 4 4 - 

Chamber music or recitals 4 3 4 2 +2~ 

Literary or poetry event 4 3 4 2 +2~ 

Other styles of dance 4 5 3 2 +1 

Contemporary dance 4 4 3 2 +1 

Contemporary drawing 3 2 3 2 +1 

Carnival/ circus (not involving animals) 6 4 2 1 +1 

Country & Western music 4 3 2 4 -2~ 

Contemporary sculpture 3 3 2 1 +1 

Puppetry n/a n/a 2 2 - 

Live art n/a n/a 2 3 -1 

Moving image n/a n/a 2 3 -1 

Video/ multi-media/ performance art 3 2 1 1 - 

Contemporary illustration 2 1 1 1 - 

Contemporary printmaking 2 1 1 1 - 

Contemporary installation 1 1 1 1 - 
Experimental theatre (including visual 
and digital) 

n/a n/a 1 1 - 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a 1 1 - 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a 1 1 - 

Experimental/ electronic music n/a n/a 1 2 -1 

Computer generated /digital art n/a n/a 1 1 - 

Base 1,081 1,066 1,194 992  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included 
as separate categories)   ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



    
Participation 

As shown in table 2-14 overleaf, in the 2008 survey, 75% of women had participated in an 

arts or cultural activity during the last 12 months.  This is a significantly higher proportion 

than recorded amongst men (66%).  

In the 2008 survey, female respondents were more likely than males to have read or bought 

one or more books (67% and 56% participated respectively) or to have undertaken any 

craft activity (19% and 6%). In terms of the specific activities asked about, women were 

also more likely than men to take part in knitting and other textile crafts (15% of women 

compared to <1% of men). 

Comparing the 2006 and 2008 results for women, overall participation in arts and cultural 

activities was significantly lower in the 2008 survey (decrease from 80% participating to 

75%). However, levels remained above those recorded in 2004 (69%). The most notable 

change recorded was a significant decrease in the proportion of female respondents who 

had bought or read one or more books (from 73% to 66%) after a significant increase 

between 2004 and 2006.  



    
Table 2-14 Participation in arts and cultural activities amongst women (%)  

Women Men 

Difference 
between                   

men & women 

 
2004 2006 2008 2008 2008 

Any participation 69 80 75 66 +9~ 

Reading or buying books 60 73 67 56 +11~ 

Undertaking any crafts 21 22 19 6 +13~ 

Any performance 16 13 15 14 +1 

Any visual arts 10 14 14 16 -2 

Any writing 5 5 4 7 -3~ 

Reading books 59 73 66 55 +11~ 

Buying a work of fiction or poetry 26 30 29 21 +8~ 

Buying any other types of book 21 28 25 22 +3 

Knitting/other textile crafts 16 17 15 * +15~ 
Painting or drawing 7 11 11 8 +3~ 
Buying a work of art or craft object 10 13 10 5 +5~ 

Any other crafts 7 8 7 2 +5~ 

Playing a musical instrument 6 5 6 10 -4~ 
Photography (other than family or 
holiday snaps) 3 4 5 10 -5~ 

Writing stories or articles 4 4 3 5 -2~ 

Other style dance 4 4 3 1 +2~ 

Writing poetry 2 2 3 3 - 

Singing in a choir 4 2 3 1 +2~ 

Scottish traditional dance 4 2 3 3 - 

Computer generated/digital art n/a n/a 3 5 -2~ 

Drama 3 1 2 2 - 

Folk/ Scottish traditional music 2 1 2 2 - 
Filming on video apart from family 
life or events 1 2 1 2 -1 

Contemporary dance 2 2 1 1 - 

Wood crafts 1 1 1 5 -4~ 

Making films apart from video * 1 1 2 -1 

Sculpture 1 1 1 1 - 

Printmaking 1 * 1 1 - 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a 1 * +1 

Ballet 1 1 * - - 

Opera or light opera 1 * * * - 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a * 1 -1 
Experimental theatre (including visual 
and digital) n/a n/a * * - 

Puppetry n/a n/a * * - 

Experimental/electronic music n/a n/a * 1 -1 

Base 1,081 1,066 1,194 992  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included 
as separate categories)   ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



    
2.2.4  Residents of rural areas 

A total of 463 respondents who lived in rural areas are included in the following analysis, as 

defined using the Scottish Government definitions. More details of how rural areas have 

been defined are provided in Appendix 3. 

Key findings 

In 2008, 90% of residents of rural areas either attended or participated in arts or cultural 

activities. This was a similar level to that recorded in both 2006 (88%) and 2004 (86%).  At 

an overall level, attendance and participation levels were the same in both rural and other, 

more urban and sub-urban areas (90%). A more detailed analysis12 has suggested that 

these similar levels exist across a range of age, social grade and other demographic 

variables.   

Attendance 

Table 2-15 overleaf details attendance at different categories of art form amongst residents 

of rural areas during 2008, 2006 and 2004 and, for comparison, amongst residents of other 

areas during 2008. In the 2008 survey, some 75% of residents of rural areas had attended 

an arts or cultural event during the previous twelve months, a similar proportion to that 

recorded in 2006 (74%) and similar to the proportion recorded in 2008 amongst residents of 

other areas (78%).  

During 2008, residents of rural areas were less likely than those who lived in more urban 

regions to have visited the cinema (49% and 56% attended respectively) or to have visited 

art galleries (22% and 29% respectively). Conversely, rural residents were more likely than 

others to have attended a Scottish traditional music event (12% and 8%). 

Between 2006 and 2008, the percentage of residents of rural areas attending a rock or pop 

event increased from 15% to 24% while the percentage visiting museums increased from 

23% to 30%.    

                                                

 

12 For more details see report of Multivariate analysis provided under a separate cover. 



    
Table 2-15 

 
Attendance of arts and cultural events and activities amongst residents of rural areas (%)   

Rural areas Other areas 

Difference 
between                   

rural & other areas 

 
2004 2006 2008 2008 2008 

Any events attended 75 74 75 78 -3 

Any performance in theatre 46 37 38 40 -2 

Any music 44 36 40 41 -1 
Any visual arts (exc. cinema) 39 33 40 41 -1 
Any dance 21 13 10 12 -2 

Cinema 49 51 49 56 -7~ 

Museums 31 23 30 33 -3 

Rock or pop music 19 15 24 28 -4 

Art galleries 24 19 22 29 -7~ 

Plays 19 14 15 18 -3 

Musicals 12 12 15 18 -3 

Pantomime or variety show 21 12 15 15 - 

Scottish traditional/folk music n/a n/a 12 8 +4~ 

Arts festivals 11 6 6 10 -4~ 

Orchestral music 3 5 6 7 -1 

Outdoor art/performance/street art n/a n/a 6 6 - 

Traditional Crafts n/a n/a 6 5 +1 

Jazz music 6 5 5 6 -1 

Scottish Traditional dance 14 5 5 4 1 

Contemporary painting 7 4 4 5 -1 

Opera/ operetta 8 3 4 4 - 

Country & Western music 7 5 3 3 - 

Ballet 4 3 3 5 -2 

Contemporary photography 5 3 3 4 -1 

Literary or poetry event 3 1 3 3 - 

Other styles of dance 5 6 2 2 - 

Contemporary crafts 8 5 2 3 -1 

Chamber music or recitals 6 4 2 3 -1 

Contemporary dance 2 3 2 2 - 

Contemporary drawing 4 2 2 2 - 

Live art n/a n/a 2 2 - 

Moving image n/a n/a 2 2 - 

Carnival/ circus (not involving animals) 5 3 1 2 -1 

Video/ multi-media/ performance art 4 3 1 1 - 

Contemporary sculpture 4 2 1 1 - 
Contemporary illustration 2 * 1 1 - 
Contemporary installation 1 * 1 1 - 

Puppetry n/a n/a 1 2 -1 

Contemporary printmaking 2 1 * 1 -1 
Experimental theatre (including visual 
and digital) 

n/a n/a * 1 -1 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a * 1 -1 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a * 1 -1 

Experimental/ electronic music n/a n/a * 2 -2~ 

Computer generated /digital art n/a n/a * 1 -1 

Base 400 454 463 1,654  



    
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included 
as separate categories)   ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 

Participation 

In the 2008 survey, 74% of residents of rural areas had participated in any arts or cultural 

activity during the previous twelve months, similar to the proportion recorded in other areas 

(70%).  

More specifically, rural respondents were more likely than residents of other areas to have 

undertaken any crafts (17% and 11% participated respectively). However their level of 

participation in other types of activity was broadly similar. 

Comparing the 2006 and 2008 results for those living in rural areas, the only statistically 

significant change recorded was a small decrease in participation in any writing (from 7% in 

2006 to 4% in 2008).        



    
Table 2-16  Participation in arts and cultural events and activities amongst residents of rural areas (%)  

Rural areas Other areas 

Difference 
between                   

rural & other areas 

 
2004 2006 2008 2008 2008 

Any participation 69 74 74 70 +4 
Reading or buying books 59 63 65 60 +5 
Undertaking any crafts 16 19 17 11 +6~ 

Any performance 21 14 14 15 -1 

Any visual arts 16 16 16 15 +1 
Any writing 6 7 4 6 -2 

Reading books 57 62 64 60 +4~ 
Buying a work of fiction or poetry 28 24 24 25 -1 
Buying any other types of book 26 24 23 24 -1 
Knitting/other textile crafts 9 11 11 7 +4 
Painting or drawing 9 11 10 10 - 
Buying a work of art or craft object 12 11 8 7 +1 

Photography (other than family or 

holiday snaps) 
8 6 8 7 +1 

Playing a musical instrument 8 7 7 8 -1 
Any other crafts 7 9 6 4 +2 
Scottish traditional dance 7 3 4 2 +2~ 

Computer generated/digital art n/a n/a 4 4 - 
Writing stories or articles 5 5 3 4 -1 
Writing poetry 2 4 3 3 - 
Wood crafts 4 4 3 3 - 
Singing in a choir 5 3 2 2 - 
Filming on video apart from family 

life or events 
2 2 2 1 +1 

Drama 3 1 2 2 - 
Folk/ Scottish traditional music 3 4 2 2 - 
Other style dance 5 3 1 2 -1 
Contemporary dance 2 1 1 1 - 
Making films apart from video - 2 1 1 - 
Printmaking 1 - 1 1 - 
Experimental/electronic music  

n/a n/a 1 1 - 

Sculpture * 1 * 1 -1 
Ballet * 3 * * - 
Opera or light opera 1 - * * - 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a * 1 -1 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a * 1 -1 
Experimental theatre (including visual 
and digital) n/a n/a - * - 

Puppetry n/a n/a - * - 

Base 400 454 463 1,654  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included 
as separate categories)   ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



      



    
2.2.5  People aged 65 and over 

The following analysis is based on a sample of 750 interviews undertaken with people aged 

65 years and over. 

Key findings 

In 2008, 79% of people aged 65 and over had either attended or participated in arts or 

cultural activities. This was a similar level to that recorded in 2006 (77%) but higher than in 

2004 (73%).  At an overall level, attendance and participation levels amongst people aged 

65 and over were lower than amongst younger people (79% and 92%). More detailed 

analysis13 has suggested that the variations between those aged 65 and over and younger 

people are greatest amongst those in the C2DE socio-economic grades but smaller 

amongst people with a degree qualification and people with no qualifications.   

Attendance 

Table 2-17 overleaf details attendance at each of the different art forms amongst those 

aged 65 and over in 2008, 2006 and 2004, and for comparison, amongst respondents aged 

under 65 during 2008.  

49% of respondents aged 65 or over had attended an arts or cultural event within the last 

twelve months, a much lower proportion than recorded amongst respondents aged under 

65 (83% attended).  

However, respondents in the 65 and over age group were more likely than those aged 

under 65 to have gone to the opera (6% and 3% attended respectively) but less likely to 

have attended many of the other events and places, most notably, the cinema (17% and 

63%), a rock or pop music event (1% and 34%) or a museum (20% and 34%).  

Similar levels of attendance were recorded amongst this group during 2006 and 2008 with 

no statistically significant changes.  

                                                

 

13 For more details see report of Multivariate analysis provided under a separate cover. 



    
Table 2-17 

  
Attendance at arts and cultural events and activities amongst people aged 65 or over (%)   

Aged 65 or over 
Aged under 

65 

Difference 
between                   

aged 65 or over & 
under 65 

 

2004 2006 2008 2008 2008 

Any events attended 52 49 49 83 -34~ 

Any performance in theatre 34 32 30 41 -11~ 

Any music 25 22 19 45 -26~ 

Any visual arts (exc. cinema) 30 26 27 43 -16~ 

Any dance 9 10 8 12 -4~ 

Museums 20 19 20 34 -14~ 

Art galleries 21 18 19 28 -9~ 

Cinema 17 17 17 63 -46~ 

Musicals 12 13 14 18 -4~ 

Plays 13 12 14 17 -3 

Pantomime or variety show 12 12 12 16 -4~ 

Orchestral music 4 8 6 6 - 

Opera/ operetta 9 6 6 3 +3~ 

Scottish Traditional/folk music n/a n/a 6 9 -3~ 

Arts festivals 5 5 5 9 -4~ 

Jazz music 4 4 4 6 -2~ 

Chamber music or recitals 6 4 4 2 +2~ 

Traditional Crafts n/a n/a 4 5 -1 

Ballet 3 4 3 4 -1 

Contemporary painting 4 4 3 5 -2~ 

Other styles of dance 3 3 3 2 +1 

Country & Western music 2 3 3 3 - 

Scottish Traditional dance 4 2 3 4 -1 

Contemporary crafts 4 3 2 3 -1 

Literary or poetry event 2 2 1 3 -2~ 

Contemporary sculpture 3 2 1 1 - 

Rock or pop music 1 1 1 34 -33~ 

Contemporary dance 1 1 1 3 -2~ 

Contemporary photography 3 1 1 4 -3~ 

Contemporary drawing 1 1 1 2 -1 

Contemporary installation - 1 1 1 - 

Carnival/ circus (not involving animals) 1 * 1 2 -1 

Video/ multi-media/ performance art * * 1 1 - 

Experimental theatre (inc.visual & digital) n/a n/a 1 2 -1 

Puppetry n/a n/a 1 2 -1 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a 1 1 - 

Outdoor art/performance/street art n/a n/a 1 8 -7~ 

Live art n/a n/a 1 3 -2~ 

Moving image n/a n/a 1 3 -2~ 

Contemporary illustration 1 1 * 1 -1 

Contemporary printmaking 1 1 * 1 -1 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a * 1 -1 

Experimental/ electronic music n/a n/a * 2 -2~ 

Base 431 780 750 1,709  



    
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included 
as separate categories)   ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



    
Participation 

Respondents aged 65 and over were generally less likely than those aged under 65 to have 

participated in the arts (66% and 71% respectively). 

Specifically, respondents aged 65 and over were less likely than those under 65 to have 

bought a work of fiction (16% and 26%), bought any other type of book (16% and 24%), 

participated in painting or drawing (4% and 11%) or played a musical instrument (3% and 

9%). However respondents aged 65 and over were as likely as those under 65 to have 

undertaken traditional or contemporary crafts (12%) and/or sung in a choir (2%). 

Comparing the 2008 results with those obtained in 2006, overall participation amongst 

people aged 65 and over remained at a similar level (69% in 2006 and 66% in 2008).   



    
Table 2-18  Participation in arts and cultural events and activities amongst people aged 65 or over (%)  

Aged 65 or over 
Aged under 

65 

Difference 
between                   

aged 65 or over & 
under 65 

 
2004 2006 2008 2008 2008 

Any participation 61 69 66 71 -5~ 

Reading or buying books 50 62 59 61 -2 

Undertaking any crafts 15 21 12 12 - 

Any performance 11 11 9 16 -7~ 

Any visual arts 4 8 9 17 -8~ 

Any writing 3 4 3 6 -3~ 

Reading books 49 61 59 60 -1 

Buying a work of fiction or poetry 17 17 16 26 -10~ 

Buying any other types of book 13 17 16 24 -8~ 

Knitting/other textile crafts 12 15 8 7 +1 
Photography (other than family or 
holiday snaps) 

3 2 5 8 -3~ 

Any other crafts 3 6 4 5 -1 

Painting or drawing 2 5 4 11 -7~ 

Buying a work of art or craft object 4 6 3 8 -5~ 

Playing a musical instrument 4 4 3 9 -6~ 

Wood crafts 1 3 3 3 - 

Singing in a choir 2 3 2 2 - 

Other style dance 3 3 2 2 - 

Scottish traditional dance 3 2 2 3 -1 

Writing stories or articles 2 2 2 4 -2~ 

Folk/ Scottish traditional music 1 2 1 2 -1 

Writing poetry * 2 1 3 -2~ 

Drama - * 1 2 -1 
Computer generated/digital art  

n/a n/a 1 5 -4~ 

Contemporary dance 1 1 * 1 -1 
Filming on video apart from family 
life or events 

* 1 * 2 -2~ 

Opera or light opera - * * * - 

Ballet - * * * - 

Printmaking - - * 1 -1 

Sculpture - * * 1 -1 

Making films apart from video - * - 2 -2 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a * 1 -1 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a * 1 -1 
Experimental theatre (including visual 
and digital) 

n/a n/a - * - 

Puppetry n/a n/a - * - 
Experimental/electronic music  

n/a n/a - 1 -1 

Base 431 780 750 1709  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included 
as separate categories)   ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference  



    
2.2.6  People aged 16 to 24 

The following analysis is based on a sample of 246 interviews undertaken with people aged 

between 16 and 24 years inclusive. 

Key findings 

In 2008, 96% of residents of Scotland aged 16 to 24 had either attended or participated in 

arts or cultural activities. This was a similar level to that recorded in 2006 (95%) but higher 

than in 2004 (91%).  At an overall level, attendance and participation levels amongst people 

aged 16 to 24 were higher than amongst those aged 25 and over (96% and 89%). More 

detailed analysis14 has suggested that amongst unemployed people and those in the C2DE 

socio-economic grades, people aged 16 to 24 were a lot more likely than older people to 

take part while there was little variation amongst people with a degree in the different age 

groups.  

Attendance 

Table 2-19 overleaf details attendance at each of the different art forms amongst 16 to 24 

year olds in 2008, 2006 and 2004. The results for those aged 25 or over in 2008 are also 

included for comparison. 

92% of 16 to 24 year olds had attended an event within the last twelve months, a higher 

proportion than amongst respondents aged 25 and over (75% attended). Specifically, 

respondents in the 16 to 24 age group were more likely than those aged 25 and over to 

have gone to the cinema (81% and 51% attended respectively) or to have attended a rock 

or pop music event (50% and 23%), but less likely to have gone to a pantomime (10% and 

16%) or attended a Scottish traditional music event (4% and 9%). 

Comparing the 2008 results with those recorded in 2006, overall attendance levels 

remained at a similar level (93% in 2006 and 92% in 2008). However, increases were 

recorded in levels of attendance at rock or pop music events (40% to 50%) and art galleries 

(17% to 26%) whilst a decreased proportion visited a cinema (89% to 81%). 

                                                

 

14 For more details see report of Multivariate analysis provided under a separate cover. 



    
Table 2-19 

  
Attendance at arts and cultural events and activities amongst people aged 16 to 24 (%)  

Aged 16 to 24 
Aged 25 and 

over 

Difference 
between                   

aged 16 to 24 & 
25+ 

 
2004 2006 2008 2008 2008 

Any events attended 87 93 92 75 +17~ 

Any performance in theatre 34 37 35 40 -5 

Any music 51 44 54 22 +32~ 

Any visual arts (exc. cinema) 37 33 36 42 -6 

Any dance 13 15 10 12 -2 

Cinema 77 89 81 51 +30~ 

Rock or pop music 46 40 50 23 +27~ 

Museums 29 28 28 33 -5 

Art galleries 20 17 26 28 -2 

Plays 18 18 20 16 +4 

Musicals 11 14 13 18 -5~ 

Pantomime or variety show 15 12 10 16 -6~ 

Arts festivals 6 7 7 9 -2 

Jazz music 6 3 5 6 -1 

Outdoor art/performance/street art n/a n/a 5 7 -2 

Other style of dance 5 8 4 2 +2~ 

Scottish traditional/folk music n/a n/a 4 9 -5~ 

Carnival/ circus (not involving animals) 7 5 4 1 +3~ 

Orchestral music 2 2 4 7 -3 

Experimental/ electronic music n/a n/a 4 1 3 

Chamber music or recitals 2 - 3 3 - 

Ballet 4 5 2 5 -3~ 

Scottish traditional dance 5 4 2 4 -2 

Contemporary painting 5 3 2 5 -3~ 

Contemporary dance 3 3 2 2 - 

Contemporary photography 8 3 2 4 -2 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a 2 1 +1 

Live art n/a n/a 2 2 - 

Moving image n/a n/a 2 2 - 

Video/ multi-media/ performance art 6 5 1 1 - 

Contemporary drawing 3 2 1 2 -1 

Contemporary installation 2 1 1 1 - 

Experimental theatre (inc. visual & digital) n/a n/a 1 1 - 

Puppetry n/a n/a 1 2 -1 

Traditional Crafts n/a n/a 1 6 -5~ 

Opera/ operetta 2 2 * 5 -5~ 

Country and western music * 2 * 3 -3~ 

Literary or poetry event 2 2 * 3 -3~ 

Contemporary crafts 3 1 * 3 -3~ 

Contemporary sculpture 3 1 - 1 -1 

Contemporary illustration 3 1 * 1 -1 

Contemporary printmaking 2 1 * 1 -1 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a * 1 -1 

Base 262 258 246 1,790  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were 
included as separate categories)  ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



    
Participation 

As shown on Table 2-20 overleaf, 68% of respondents aged 16 to 24 had participated in 

any art forms in the past twelve months compared to 71% of those aged 25 and over.  

However, compared to those aged 25 and over, respondents aged 16 to 24 were more 

likely to have participated in any performance (13% and 24% participated respectively). 

More specifically, larger proportions had undertaken painting or drawing (9% and 15%), 

played a musical instrument (15% and 7%) and/or been involved in drama (5% and 1%). 

Overall, participation levels remained similar to those recorded in 2004 (65%) and 2006 

(73%). 



    
Table 2-20  Participation in arts and cultural events and activities amongst people aged 16 to 24 (%)  

Aged 16 to 24 
Aged 25 and 

over 

Difference 
between                   

aged 16 to 24 & 
25+ 

 
2004 2006 2008 2008 2008 

Any participation 65 73 68 71 -3 

Reading or buying books 53 62 56 62 -6 

Undertaking any crafts 11 8 9 13 -4 

Any performance 23 21 24 13 +11~ 

Any visual arts 17 22 20 15 +5~ 

Any writing 8 9 7 5 +2 

Reading books 50 60 55 61 -6 

Buying any other types of book 24 25 17 24 -7~ 

Buying a work of fiction or poetry 23 23 17 26 -9~ 

Painting or drawing 13 16 15 9 +6~ 

Playing a musical instrument 12 10 15 7 +8~ 
Photography (other than family or 
holiday snaps) 

5 11 7 8 -1 

Writing stories or articles 6 7 6 4 +2 

Drama 6 5 5 1 +4~ 

Computer generated/digital art n/a n/a 5 4 +1 

Contemporary dance 2 5 4 1 +3~ 

Any other crafts 3 5 4 5 -1 

Buying a work of art or craft object 3 5 4 8 -4~ 

Writing poetry 3 4 4 3 +1 

Wood crafts 8 3 4 3 +1 

Knitting/other textile crafts 2 2 4 8 -4~ 

Other style dance 3 5 3 2 +1 

Making films apart from video 3 4 3 1 +2~ 

Singing in a choir 5 2 3 2 +1 
Filming on video apart from family 
life or events 3 7 2 1 +1 

Scottish traditional dance 4 2 2 3 -1 

Folk/ Scottish traditional music 2 1 2 2 - 

Printmaking 1 1 2 * +2~ 

Experimental/electronic music n/a n/a 2 * +2~ 

Sculpture 3 1 1 1 0 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a 1 * +1 

Puppetry n/a n/a 1 * +1 

Ballet 2 2 - * - 

Opera or light opera * * - * - 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a - 1 -1 
Experimental theatre (including visual 
and digital) n/a n/a * * 0 

Base 262 258 246 1,790  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included 
as separate categories)  ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



    
2.2.7 Minority ethnic communities 
The following analysis is based on a sample of 845 interviews undertaken with members of 

minority ethnic communities. 

Key findings 

In 2008, 80% of members of ethnic minority communities had either attended or 

participated in arts or cultural activities. This was a similar level to those recorded in both 

2006 (82%) and 2004 (82%).  At an overall level, attendance and participation levels 

amongst members of minority ethnic communities were lower than amongst those with a 

white ethnic background (80% and 90% respectively). A more detailed analysis15 has 

suggested that this variation was greatest amongst people aged 65 and over and those with 

no qualifications but less significant amongst those aged under 45 and those in the ABC1 

socio-economic grades.   

Attendance 

Table 2-21 on page 60 details attendance in each of the different art forms amongst 

minority ethnic communities in 2004, 2006 and 2008, and for comparison, amongst other 

adult residents of Scotland. 

66% of members of minority ethnic communities had attended at least one of the art forms 

listed during the previous 12 months. By comparison, 78% of respondents who were not 

members of minority ethnic communities had attended an arts or cultural activity during the 

last 12 months. 

Members of minority ethnic communities were particularly less likely than other adult 

residents of Scotland to have attended rock or pop music events (8% and 28% attended 

respectively), plays (6% and 17%), pantomimes (3% and 16%) or musicals (6% and 17%). 

However members of this group were more likely to have attended one or more culturally 

specific music events (4% and 1%) or culturally specific dance event (3% and 1%).  

Those who had attended one or more culturally specific music or dance events were asked 

to provide further details. Of the 35 members of ethnic minorities who had attended a 

culturally specific music event, the majority (26) stated that it was an Asian music event. 

                                                

 

15 For more details see report of Multivariate analysis provided under a separate cover. 



    
Similarly, nearly all of the culturally specific dance events attended were related to Asian 

dance (20 of the 27 recorded)16.  

Comparing the 2008 results with those obtained in 2006, overall attendance levels had 

decreased from 71% to 66%. A major factor causing this overall decrease was a decline in 

levels of cinema attendance amongst this group (from 59% to 48%) while attendance of 

other activities has remained at a more static level.  

                                                

 

16 
Due to the small base sizes, the number of respondents is provided rather than a percentage. 



    
Table 2-21 

 
Attendance at arts and cultural events and activities amongst minority ethnic communities (%)  

Minority ethnic communities 

Other adult 
residents of 

Scotland 

Difference between                   
minority ethnic 
communities & 

other residents of 
Scotland 

 
2004 2006 2008 2008 2008 

Any events attended 70 71 66 78 -12~ 

Any performance in theatre 16 20 19 40 -21~ 

Any music 24 18 16 42 -26~ 

Any visual arts (exc. cinema) 33 39 37 41 -4~ 

Any dance 7 10 9 12 -3~ 

Cinema 57 59 48 55 -7~ 

Museums 28 32 31 32 -1 

Art galleries 23 23 21 27 -6~ 

Arts festivals 8 11 11 9 +2 

Rock or pop music 7 7 8 28 -20~ 

Musicals 3 7 6 17 -11~ 

Plays 8 6 6 17 -11~ 

Scottish Traditional dance 3 6 4 4 - 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a 4 1 +3~ 

Outdoor art/performance/street art n/a n/a 4 6 -2~ 

Pantomime or variety show 5 4 3 16 -13~ 

Carnival/ circus (not involving animals) 8 3 3 2 +1 

Literary or poetry event 1 2 3 3 - 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a 3 1 +2~ 

Live art n/a n/a 3 2 +1 

Scottish traditional/folk music n/a n/a 2 9 -7~ 

Jazz music 2 3 2 6 -4~ 

Video/ multi-media/ performance art 3 3 2 1 +1~ 

Contemporary painting 3 3 2 5 -3~ 

Contemporary photography 3 3 2 4 -2~ 

Other styles of dance 3 2 2 2 - 

Orchestral music 1 1 2 7 -5~ 

Ballet 2 3 1 4 -3~ 

Opera/ operetta 2 2 1 4 -3~ 

Contemporary drawing 1 1 1 2 -1 

Contemporary sculpture 1 1 1 1 - 

Contemporary dance 2 - 1 2 -1 

Country & Western music - - 1 3 -2~ 

Contemporary printmaking - - 1 1 - 

Experimental theatre n/a n/a 1 1 - 

Experimental/ electronic music n/a n/a 1 1 - 

Traditional Crafts n/a n/a 1 5 -4~ 

Moving image n/a n/a 1 2 -1 

Contemporary crafts 2 2 * 3 -3~ 

Contemporary illustration 1 1 * 1 -1 

Contemporary installation - 1 * 1 -1 

Chamber music or recitals 1 - * 3 -3~ 

Base 512 593 845 2,051  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were 
included as separate categories) ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



    
Participation 

As illustrated in Table 2-22 overleaf, in the 2008 survey, members of ethnic minority 

communities were generally less likely than other adults to have participated in any arts or 

cultural activities (61% and 71% participated respectively).   

In terms of the broad arts categories, members of minority ethnic communities were 

particularly less likely to have participated in any crafts (6% and 13%) or reading and/or 

buying books (50% and 62%). 

Comparing the 2008 results with those obtained in 2006, while overall levels of participation 

amongst this group remained at a similar level (65% in 2006, 61% in 2008), there were 

decreases in the percentages participating in reading (from 58% in 2006 to 50% in 2008), 

buying works of fiction or poetry (13% to 9%) and buying other types of book (18% to 14%). 



     
Table 2-22 

 
Participation in arts and cultural events and activities amongst minority ethnic communities (%)  

Minority ethnic communities 

Other adult 
residents of 

Scotland 

Difference between                   
minority ethnic 
communities & 

other residents of 
Scotland 

 

2004 2006 2008 2008 2008 

Any participation 67 65 61 71 -10~ 

Reading or buying books 56 58 50 62 -12~ 

Undertaking any crafts 15 7 6 13 -7~ 

Any performance 16 11 15 15 0 

Any visual arts 12 13 11 15 -4~ 

Any writing 5 6 5 5 0 

Reading books 54 58 50 61 -11~ 

Buying any other types of book 21 18 14 24 -10~ 

Buying a work of fiction or poetry 24 13 9 25 -16~ 

Painting or drawing 8 8 6 10 -4~ 
Photography (other than family or 
holiday snaps) 6 7 6 8 -2 

Playing a musical instrument 8 4 4 8 -4~ 

Drama 2 2 4 2 +2~ 

Buying a work of art or craft object 8 7 3 7 -4~ 

Writing stories or articles 4 4 3 4 -1 

Writing poetry 2 3 3 3 - 

Knitting/other textile crafts 9 3 3 8 -5~ 

Other style dance 3 3 2 2 - 

Singing in a choir 3 2 2 2 - 

Scottish traditional dance 4 2 2 3 -1 

Making films apart from video - 2 2 1 +1~ 
Filming on video apart from family 
life or events 2 2 2 2 - 

Wood crafts 3 1 2 3 -1 

Any other crafts 5 4 1 5 -4~ 

Contemporary dance 1 2 1 1 - 

Printmaking 1 1 1 1 - 

Sculpture 1 1 1 1 - 

Folk/ Scottish traditional music 2 - 1 2 -1 

Computer generated/digital art n/a n/a 1 4 -3~ 

Opera or light opera 1 2 * * - 

Ballet - - * * - 

Culturally specific dance n/a n/a * * - 

Culturally specific music n/a n/a * 1 -1 
Experimental theatre (including visual 
and digital) n/a n/a - * - 

Puppetry n/a n/a - * - 

Experimental/electronic music n/a n/a - 1 -1 

Base 512 593 845 2,051  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included 
as separate categories)   ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference  



     
2.3 Regional analysis 

This section of the report features the results of interviews undertaken with respondents 

residing in seven different regional areas in Scotland. These regions were defined as 

follows: 

Region Local Authority areas 

Edinburgh and Surrounds City of Edinburgh, East Lothian, Midlothian, West Lothian. 

East and Central Scotland Angus, Dundee City, Clackmannanshire, Fife, Perth and 

Kinross, Stirling, Falkirk. 

North Eastern Scotland Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire 

Highlands and Islands Highland, Moray, Argyll and Bute, Eilean Siar, Shetland, 

Orkney 

Glasgow and Surrounds Glasgow City, North Lanarkshire, South Lanarkshire, East 

Dunbartonshire, West Dunbartonshire.  

South Western Scotland North Ayrshire, South Ayrshire, East Ayrshire, Inverclyde, 

Renfrewshire, East Renfrewshire. 

South Scotland Dumfries and Galloway, Scottish Borders. 

A total of 3,675 interviews were undertaken across the seven regions with respondents 

asked about participation and attendance in any location, including outside of the region 

they lived in or outside of Scotland as a whole.  Within each region, sampling was 

undertaken to ensure that results were representative in terms of the geographical spread 

of the population and key demographics. Also, results have been weighted according to 

sex, age and socio-economic group on the basis of 2001 Census data for the Local 

Authorities within each region.  

The following sections contain comparisons between 2006 and 2008 for each region and 

totals for Scotland as a whole. As regional boosting of the sample was not undertaken in 

2004, results are not included for that year. 



     



    
2.3.1 Summary of attendance and participation by region 

The table below provides a summary of overall levels of attendance, participation and 

combined attendance and/or participation in each region. 

Residents of Edinburgh and the surrounding area and the Highlands and Islands were the 

most likely to have attended and/or participated in any arts or cultural activities during the 

last 12 months (93% and 91% respectively) while residents from North Eastern Scotland 

were least likely to have done so (79%)17. 

Looking at attendance and participation separately, residents of Edinburgh and the 

surrounding area, Glasgow and the surrounding area and South Western Scotland were the 

most likely to have attended an arts or cultural event (77% each) while participation levels 

were highest in Edinburgh and the surrounding area and the South of Scotland (both 79%). 

In contrast, both attendance and participation levels were lowest in North Eastern Scotland 

(69% and 51% respectively). 

Table 2-23  Summary of total attendance and participation 2008 (%)  
Attendance Participation Combined attendance and 

participation 

Edinburgh and surrounds 77 79 93 

East and Central Scotland 74 66 88 

North Eastern Scotland 69 51 79 

Highlands and Islands 75 76 91 

Glasgow and surrounds 77 69 89 

South Western Scotland 77 72 90 

South Scotland 70 79 89 

ALL ADULTS LIVING IN SCOTLAND 77 71 90 

The following sections provide a more detailed analysis of levels of attendance and 

participation in arts and cultural activities within each of these regions.  Summary tables 

containing a comparison of attendance and participation by individual category for all 7 

regional areas can be found in Tables 2-24 and 2-25 overleaf. 

                                                

 

17 Combined attendance and participation figure relates to proportion of respondents in each 
area attending and/or participating in any of those activities listed on page 11 during the 12 
months prior to interview. 



    
Table 2-24 Attendance of arts and cultural events and activities by region (%)   

2008 

 
All adults 
living in 
Scotland 

Edinburgh 
and 

surrounds 

East and 
Central 

Scotland 

North 
Eastern 

Scotland 

Highland 
and 

Islands 

Glasgow 
and 

surrounds 

South 
Western 
Scotland 

Southern 
Scotland 

Any events attended 77 77 74 69 75 77 77 70 

Any music 41 44 38 37 42 38 39 33 

Any visual arts (exc. cinema) 41 46 33 33 39 43 42 36 
Any performance in theatre 40 42 43 38 38 34 37 33 
Any dance 11 15 12 11 16 10 9 9 

Cinema 55 62 55 44 48 53 50 43 

Museum 32 37 28 24 28 34 33 29 

Rock/pop music 27 30 26 25 26 27 25 18 

Art Galleries 27 31 19 19 22 33 28 19 

Plays 17 18 21 19 15 12 16 10 

Musicals 17 23 20 17 14 12 14 13 

Pantomime/variety show 15 14 20 12 14 14 13 13 

Scottish traditional/folk music 9 9 8 7 13 8 7 9 

Arts festivals 9 18 6 4 11 9 4 10 
Orchestral music 6 6 7 5 6 5 7 4 
Outdoor art/performance/street art 6 13 6 5 10 5 4 3 

Jazz music 5 9 6 4 5 4 4 4 

Contemporary painting 5 7 3 3 6 4 3 4 

Traditional crafts 5 7 7 5 8 4 4 6 

Ballet 4 6 5 5 5 3 5 2 

Scottish traditional dance 4 4 5 4 9 4 3 4 

Opera/Operetta 4 5 5 5 4 3 3 3 

Contemporary photography 4 7 4 3 7 3 2 4 

Chamber music/recitals 3 4 3 2 4 2 1 2 

Country & Western music 3 1 3 3 3 3 2 2 

Literary/poetry event 3 6 3 2 4 2 2 2 

Contemporary crafts 3 5 2 3 4 3 1 4 

Contemporary dance 2 5 2 2 4 2 1 1 

Other styles of dance 2 2 2 1 2 2 1 1 

Puppetry 2 3 3 2 2 1 * 2 

Carnival/circus (not involving animals) 2 1 2 1 3 2 2 1 

Contemporary drawing 2 2 1 1 3 3 1 2 

Moving image  2 3 2 2 4 3 2 1 

Live art 2 4 1 2 3 3 2 2 

Culturally specific dance 1 2 * 1 1 1 1 1 

Experimental theatre  1 2 1 * 1 1 * 1 

Culturally specific music 1 2 1 2 2 1 1 2 

Experimental/electronic music 1 2 1 2 2 2 1 2 

Video/multi-media/performance art 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 

Contemporary illustration 1 1 * * 1 1 1 1 

Contemporary printmaking 1 1 * 1 2 1 * 1 

Contemporary sculpture 1 2 * 2 2 2 1 2 
Contemporary computer 
generated/digital art 1 1 1 * 1 1 * 1 

Contemporary installation 1 2 1 * 2 2 1 1 

Base 2,110 380 489 490 440 740 641 495 



    
* Less than 0.5%    

Table 2-25  Participation in arts and cultural events and activities by region (%)   

2008 

 
All 

Adults 
living in 
Scotland 

Edinburgh 
and 

surrounds 

East and 
Central 

Scotland 

North 
Eastern 

Scotland 

Highland 
and 

Islands 

Glasgow 
and 

surrounds 

South 
Western 
Scotland 

Southern 
Scotland 

Any participation 71 79 66 51 76 69 72 79 

Reading or buying books 61 69 57 43 65 59 63 67 

Any performance 15 18 13 12 17 13 14 16 

Any visual arts 15 18 14 14 24 15 13 19 

Undertaking any crafts 13 15 12 10 21 11 16 17 

Any writing 5 7 3 4 9 7 4 8 

Reading books 61 68 56 42 64 59 62 66 

Buying a work of fiction/poetry 25 28 24 21 30 25 19 27 

Buying any other type of book 23 25 27 21 30 23 14 30 

Painting/drawing 10 13 8 8 14 10 8 10 

Playing a musical instrument 8 10 6 6 9 7 8 8 
Photography (other than 
holiday/family snaps) 7 8 6 6 15 8 7 11 

Knitting/other textile crafts 7 8 7 6 14 6 10 10 

Buying a work of art/craft object 7 9 6 5 11 6 5 7 

Any other crafts 5 8 4 4 7 3 4 5 

Writing stories/articles 4 5 2 2 7 5 3 5 

Computer generated/digital art 4 4 5 2 8 4 4 6 

Scottish traditional dance 3 3 3 2 4 2 2 3 

Writing poetry 3 3 2 2 4 4 2 5 

Wood crafts 3 3 3 2 5 3 4 5 

Drama 2 3 1 1 3 2 1 3 

Singing in a choir 2 2 3 2 2 1 2 3 

Other style dance 2 3 1 1 2 2 1 2 

Scottish traditional/folk music 2 2 1 2 3 1 1 3 

Contemporary dance 1 1 * 2 3 1 * 1 
Culturally specific music 1 1 - * * 1 - * 
Experimental/electronic music 1 * 1 * * 1 1 * 

Printmaking 1 1 * - 3 1 1 1 

Sculpture 1 1 1 * 1 1 * 2 

Making films (apart from video) 1 2 2 * 2 1 1 1 
Filming on video (apart from family 
life/event) 

1 2 2 1 3 1 2 2 

Opera/light opera * 1 * - * * * 1 

Culturally specific dance * 1 - 1 1 * * - 

Ballet * - * * * - * * 
Experimental theatre (inc. visual & 
digital) 

* 1 - - - * - * 

Puppetry * * * - - * - * 

Base 2,110 380 489 490 440 740 641 495 
*=less than 0.5%   - = no responses 



    
2.3.2  Edinburgh and surrounds 

This area comprises the City of Edinburgh, Midlothian, East Lothian and West Lothian Local 

Authority areas. Within this area, some 93% of adults either attended and/or participated in 

an arts or cultural activity during the previous 12 months, a higher level than recorded in 

any of the other regions. 

Attendance 

Table 2-26 overleaf shows attendance in different categories of art form amongst residents 

of Edinburgh and the surrounding area compared with the adult population of Scotland as a 

whole in 2008. Overall, 77% of adult residents of this area attended one or more arts event, 

the same as the level recorded across Scotland as a whole. 

When looking at the types of events attended, residents of this region were significantly 

more likely than adult residents of Scotland in general to have attended an arts festival 

(18% and 9% respectively), the cinema (62% and 55%), a musical (23% and 17%) or to 

have been to any type of dance event (15% and 11%).   Conversely, residents of this region 

were less likely to have attended a country and western music event (1% and 3%) in the 

last 12 months. 

Between 2006 and 2008, there was no statistically significant change in overall attendance 

levels within this region. There were also no statistically significant changes in levels of 

attendance at any of the specific events shown in Table 2-26. 



    
Table 2-26 

 
Attendance of arts and cultural events and activities amongst residents of Edinburgh and surrounds (%)   

2006 2008  

 
Edinburgh 

and 
surrounds 

All Adults 
living in 
Scotland 

Edinburgh 
and 

surrounds 

Difference 
between region & 

all Scotland  
Any events attended 81 77 77 - 

Any performance in theatre 46 40 42 +2 

Any music 43 41 44 +3 

Any visual arts (exc. cinema) 50 41 46 +5 

Any dance 15 11 15 +4~ 

Cinema 62 55 62 +7~ 

Museums 41 32 37 +5~ 

Art galleries 33 27 31 +4 

Rock or pop music 28 27 30 +3 

Musicals 22 17 23 +6~ 

Plays 23 17 18 +1 

Arts festivals 15 9 18 +9~ 

Pantomime or variety show 11 15 14 -1 

Outdoor art/performance/street art n/a 6 13 +7~ 

Jazz music 6 5 9 +4~ 
Scottish traditional/folk music n/a 9 9 - 
Contemporary painting 7 5 7 +2 

Contemporary photography 7 4 7 +3~ 

Traditional crafts n/a 5 7 +2 

Ballet 7 4 6 +2 

Orchestral music 7 6 6 - 

Literary or poetry event 6 3 6 +3~ 

Opera/ operetta 7 4 5 +1 

Contemporary crafts 5 3 5 +2~ 

Contemporary dance 3 2 5 +3~ 

Scottish Traditional dance 4 4 4 - 

Chamber music or recitals 4 3 4 +1 

Live art n/a 2 4 +2~ 

Carnival/ circus (not involving animals) 2 2 3 +1 

Moving image  n/a 2 3 +1 

Puppetry n/a 2 3 +1 

Contemporary sculpture 5 1 2 +1 

Other styles of dance 4 2 2 - 

Contemporary drawing 3 2 2 - 

Contemporary installation 2 1 2 +1 

Experimental theatre n/a 1 2 +1 

Culturally specific music n/a 1 2 +1 

Experimental/electronic music n/a 1 2 +1 

Culturally specific dance n/a 1 2 +1 
Contemporary computer 
generated/digital art 

n/a 1 1 - 

Video/ multi-media/ performance art 3 1 1 - 

Country & Western music 2 3 1 -2~ 

Contemporary illustration 1 1 1 - 

Base 500 2,110 380  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were 
included as separate categories)  ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



    
Participation 

As shown in the table overleaf, almost four-fifths of residents in the Edinburgh and Lothians 

area had participated in arts or cultural activities in the last 12 months (79%) a significantly 

higher proportion than amongst adults in Scotland generally (71%). 

In terms of specific activities, residents of this region were more likely than adult residents 

of Scotland in general to have participated in reading books (68% and 61% respectively). 

Between 2006 and 2008, there was a significant decrease in the proportion of residents of 

Edinburgh and the surrounding areas who stated that they had bought one or more books 

other than fiction or poetry in the last twelve months (33% in 2006, 25% in 2008) and in the 

proportion who had purchased a work of art or craft (16% in 2006, 9% in 2008) over the 

same period of time. 



    
Table 2-27 Participation in arts and cultural events and activities amongst residents of Edinburgh and surrounds (%)   

2006 2008 2008 

 
Edinburgh and 

surrounds 

All Adults 
living in 
Scotland 

Edinburgh and 
surrounds 

Difference 
between region & 

all Scotland 
Any participation 79 71 79 +8~ 

Reading or buying books 70 61 69 +8~ 

Undertaking any crafts 18 13 15 +2 

Any performance 17 15 18 +3 

Any visual arts 21 15 18 +3 

Any writing 7 5 7 +2 

Reading books 69 61 68 +7~ 
Buying a work of fiction or 
poetry 32 25 28 +3 

Buying any other types of 
book 33 23 25 +2 

Painting or drawing 14 10 13 +3 

Playing a musical instrument 9 8 10 +2 
Buying a work of art or craft 
object 

16 7 9 +2 

Photography (other than 
family or holiday snaps) 11 7 8 +1 

Knitting/other textile crafts 10 7 8 +1 

Any other crafts 7 5 8 +3~ 

Writing stories or articles 5 4 5 +1 
Computer generated/digital 
art n/a 4 4 - 

Scottish traditional dance 5 3 3 - 

Wood crafts 4 3 3 - 

Writing poetry 2 3 3 - 

Other style dance 3 2 3 +1 

Drama 1 2 3 +1 

Singing in a choir 3 2 2 - 
Folk/ Scottish traditional 
music n/a 2 2 - 

Filming on video apart from 
family life or events 

3 1 2 +1 

Making films apart from video 1 1 2 +1 

Contemporary dance 1 1 1 - 

Printmaking 1 1 1 - 

Sculpture 1 1 1 - 

Culturally specific music n/a 1 1 - 

Opera or light opera * * 1 * 
Experimental theatre (inc. 
visual & digital) n/a * 1 * 

Experimental/electronic music n/a 1 * * 

Ballet * * - - 

Puppetry n/a * * - 

Base 500 2,110 380  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2006 survey (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included as 
separate categories)   ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference  



    
2.3.3 East and Central Scotland 

This area defined as East and Central Scotland comprises the Angus, Dundee City, 

Clackmannanshire, Fife, Perth and Kinross, Stirling and Falkirk Local Authority areas. 

Across this area, some 88% of adults had either attended and/or participated in an arts or 

cultural activity during the previous 12 months, a broadly similar proportion to that recorded 

across Scotland as a whole (90%) and to that recorded for the same area in 2006 (90%). 

Attendance 

Table 2-28 overleaf shows attendance in the different categories of arts and cultural 

activities amongst residents of East and Central Scotland compared with the population as 

a whole in 2008 and in the same area in 2006. 

Overall 74% of adult residents of this area attended one or more arts or cultural activity, 

similar to the level recorded across Scotland as whole (77%). However, residents of this 

area were more likely than adults in Scotland generally to have attended a pantomime or 

variety show (20% and 15% attended respectively) and/or to have been to a play within the 

last twelve months (21% and 17% respectively) but less likely to have visited an art gallery 

(19% and 27% respectively).  

Compared to 2006, in 2008 residents in East and Central Scotland were more likely to have 

visited one or more museums (increase from 19% to 28%), attended rock or pop music 

events (19% to 26%), been to a play (14% to 21%) and/or been to a pantomime or variety 

show (13% to 20%).   



    
Table  2-28 Attendance of arts and cultural events and activities amongst residents of East & Central Scotland (%)  

2006 2008 2008 

 
East and 
Central 

Scotland 
All Adults living 

in Scotland 

East and 
Central 

Scotland 
Difference between 

region & all Scotland 
Any events attended 73 77 74 -3 

Any performance in theatre 38 40 43 +3 

Any music 33 41 38 -3 

Any visual arts (exc. cinema) 31 41 33 -8~ 
Any dance 11 11 12 +1 
Cinema 52 55 55 - 

Museums 19 32 28 -4 

Rock or pop music 19 27 26 -1 

Plays 14 17 21 +4~ 

Musicals 19 17 20 +3 

Pantomime or variety show 13 15 20 +5~ 

Art galleries 17 27 19 -8~ 

Scottish traditional/folk music n/a 9 8 -1 

Orchestral music 3 6 7 +1 

Traditional crafts n/a 5 7 +2 

Arts festivals 6 9 6 -3~ 

Jazz music 3 5 6 +1 

Outdoor art/performance/street art n/a 6 6 - 

Ballet 5 4 5 +1 

Scottish Traditional dance 5 4 5 +1 

Opera/ operetta 4 4 5 +1 

Contemporary photography 2 4 4 - 

Contemporary painting 4 5 3 -2 

Carnival/circus (not involving animals) 2 2 3 +1 

Country & Western music 2 3 3 - 

Literary or poetry event 1 3 3 - 

Chamber music or recitals * 3 3 - 

Puppetry n/a 2 3 +1 

Contemporary crafts 3 3 2 -1 

Other styles of dance 2 2 2 - 

Contemporary dance 2 2 2 - 

Contemporary drawing 1 2 2 - 
Moving image (viewing artists film & 
video) 

n/a 2 2 - 

Video/ multi-media/ performance art 1 1 1 - 

Contemporary installation 1 1 1 - 

Live art n/a 2 1 -1 
Experimental theatre (inc. visual & 
digital) 

n/a 1 1 - 

Culturally specific music n/a 1 1 - 

Experimental/electronic music n/a 1 1 - 
Contemporary computer 
generated/digital art n/a 1 1 - 

Contemporary printmaking 1 1 * - 

Contemporary sculpture 1 1 * - 

Contemporary illustration * 1 * - 
Culturally specific dance n/a 1 * - 
Base 527 2,110 489  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included 
as separate categories)   ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



    
Participation  

As shown in Table 2-29 overleaf, residents of East and Central Scotland were slightly less 

likely than adults in general to participate in an art or cultural event (66% and 71%, 

respectively). Specifically, residents of this region were less likely than adults in Scotland 

generally to participate in reading books (56% and 61% participated respectively) and 

writing stories or articles (2% and 4%). 

Comparing the 2006 and 2008 survey results, overall participation decreased slightly, from 

71% to 66%.  



    
Table 2-29 

 
Participation in arts and cultural events and activities amongst residents of East & Central Scotland (%)  

2006 2008 2008 

 
East and 
Central 

Scotland 

All Adults 
living in 
Scotland 

East and 
Central 

Scotland 

Difference 
between region & 

all Scotland 
Any participation 71 71 66 -5~ 

Reading or buying books 63 61 57 -4 

Any visual arts 15 15 14 -1 

Any performance 11 15 13 -2 

Undertaking any crafts 15 13 12 -1 

Any writing 4 5 3 -2 

Reading books 62 61 56 -5~ 
Buying any other types of 
book 22 23 27 +4 

Buying a work of fiction or 
poetry 

21 25 24 -1 

Painting or drawing 12 10 8 -2 

Knitting/other textile crafts 10 7 7 - 
Buying a work of art or craft 
object 8 7 6 -1 

Playing a musical instrument 6 8 6 -2 
Photography (other than 
family or holiday snaps) 

5 7 6 -1 

Computer generated/digital 
art n/a 4 5 +1 

Any other crafts 5 5 4 -1 

Wood crafts 3 3 3 - 

Singing in a choir 2 2 3 +1 

Scottish traditional dance 1 3 3 - 

Writing poetry 3 3 2 -1 

Writing stories or articles 2 4 2 -2~ 
Making films (apart from 
video) 

1 1 2 +1 

Filming on video (apart from 
family life or events) 1 1 2 +1 

Opera or light opera * 1 2 +1 
Folk/ Scottish traditional 
music 

n/a 2 1 -1 

Other style dance 1 2 1 -1 

Drama 1 2 1 -1 

Sculpture * 1 1 - 

Experimental/electronic music n/a 1 1 - 

Contemporary dance 1 1 * - 

Printmaking 1 1 * - 

Ballet 1 * * - 

Culturally specific music n/a 1 - -1 

Culturally specific dance n/a * - - 
Experimental theatre (inc. 
visual & digital) 

n/a * - - 

Puppetry n/a * * - 

Base 527 2,110 489  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2006 survey (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included as 
separate categories)  ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference  



    
2.3.4 North Eastern Scotland 

This area includes the Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire Local Authority areas. Within this 

area, some 79% of adults had either attended and/or participated in an arts or cultural 

activity during the previous 12 months, a lower proportion to that recorded across Scotland 

as a whole (90%) and recorded in this area during 2006 (88%). 

Attendance 

Table 2-30 overleaf shows attendance in different arts and cultural activities amongst 

residents of North Eastern Scotland compared with the adult population of Scotland as a 

whole in 2008 and the results for this area from the 2006 survey. 

Overall, residents of the North East of Scotland were less likely than adults in general to 

have attended any arts or cultural events in the past twelve months (69% and 77% 

respectively). The specific events that residents of this area were particularly less likely to 

attend were the cinema (44% and 55%), art galleries (19% and 27%) and museums (24% 

and 32%). 

Overall attendance was also lower for residents of the North East of Scotland in 2008 than 

for the same area in 2006 (69% and 78% respectively). The greatest decrease was in 

cinema attendance (58% to 44%), while attendance at art galleries declined from 25% to 

19% and attendance at musicals declined from 23% to 17%. 



    
Table  2-30 Attendance of arts and cultural events and activities amongst residents of North Eastern Scotland (%)  

2006 2008 2008 

 
North 

Eastern 
Scotland 

All Adults 
living in 
Scotland 

North Eastern 
Scotland 

Difference 
between region & 

all Scotland 
Any events attended 78 77 69 -8~ 

Any performance in theatre 45 40 38 -2 

Any music 42 41 37 -4 

Any visual arts (exc. cinema) 38 41 33 -8~ 
Any dance 17 11 11 - 
Cinema 58 55 44 -11~ 

Rock or pop music 26 27 25 -2 

Museums 28 32 24 -8~ 

Art galleries 25 27 19 -8~ 

Plays 14 17 19 +2 

Musicals 23 17 17 - 

Pantomime or variety show 15 15 12 -3 

Scottish traditional/folk music n/a 9 7 -2 

Ballet 7 4 5 +1 

Orchestral music 6 6 5 +1 

Opera/ operetta 5 4 5 +1 

Outdoor art/performance/street art n/a 6 5 -1 

Traditional crafts n/a 5 5 - 

Scottish Traditional dance 7 4 4 - 

Arts festivals 6 9 4 -5~ 

Jazz music 6 5 4 +1 

Country & Western music 5 3 3 - 

Contemporary crafts 4 3 3 - 

Contemporary painting 3 5 3 -2 

Contemporary photography 2 4 3 -1 

Contemporary dance 3 2 2 - 

Literary or poetry event 3 3 2 -1 

Chamber music or recitals 3 3 2 -1 

Contemporary sculpture 2 1 2 +1 

Puppetry n/a 2 2 - 
Moving image n/a 2 2 - 
Live art n/a 2 2 - 

Culturally specific music n/a 1 2 -1 

Experimental/electronic music n/a 1 2 -1 
Carnival/circus (not involving 
animals) 5 2 1 +1 

Other styles of dance 3 2 1 -1 

Video/ multi-media/ performance art 3 1 1 - 

Contemporary drawing 2 2 1 -1 

Contemporary printmaking 1 1 1 - 

Culturally specific dance n/a 1 1 - 

Contemporary illustration 1 1 * - 

Contemporary installation 1 1 * - 
Experimental theatre (inc visual & 
digital) n/a 1 * - 

Base 530 2,110 490  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were 
included as separate categories)   ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



    
Participation 

As shown in Table 2-31 overleaf, overall, residents of North Eastern Scotland were 

considerably less likely than adults in general to have taken part in an arts or cultural 

activity (51% and 71% participated respectively).  

Between 2006 and 2008, the proportion of residents in this area stating that they had read 

one or more books in the previous twelve months decreased from 63% to 42%, while there 

were also decreases in the proportions of residents buying a work of art or craft object (from 

11% to 5%), playing a musical instrument (11% to 6%), taking part in knitting or other textile 

crafts (10% to 6%), writing stories or articles (5% to 2%) and/or taking part in Scottish 

traditional dancing (5% to 2%). 



    
Table 2-31  Participation in arts and cultural events and activities amongst residents of North Eastern Scotland (%)  

2006 2008 2008 

 
North Eastern 

Scotland 

All Adults 
living in 
Scotland 

North Eastern 
Scotland 

Difference 
between region & 

all Scotland 
Any participation 76 71 51 -20~ 

Reading or buying books 64 61 43 -18~ 

Undertaking any crafts 17 13 10 -3 

Any performance 18 15 12 -3 

Any visual arts 15 15 14 -1 

Any writing 6 5 4 -1 

Reading books 63 61 42 -19~ 
Buying any other types of 
book 22 23 21 -2 

Buying a work of fiction or 
poetry 22 25 21 -4 

Painting or drawing 11 10 8 -2 

Playing a musical instrument 11 8 6 -2 

Knitting/other textile crafts 10 7 6 -1 
Photography (other than 
family or holiday snaps) 7 7 6 -1 

Buying a work of art or craft 
object 11 7 5 -2 

Any other crafts 6 5 4 -1 

Writing stories or articles 5 4 2 -2~ 

Scottish traditional dance 5 3 2 -1 

Wood crafts 4 3 2 -1 

Writing poetry 2 3 2 -1 

Singing in a choir 2 2 2 - 

Contemporary dance 2 1 2 +1 
Folk/ Scottish traditional 
music n/a 2 2 - 

Computer generated digital 
art 

n/a 4 2 -2~ 

Other style dance 3 2 1 -1 
Filming on video (apart from 
family life or events) 

3 1 1 - 

Drama 1 2 1 -1 

Culturally specific dance n/a * 1 - 
Making films (apart from 
video) 1 1 * - 

Printmaking 1 1 - -1 

Sculpture 1 1 * - 

Opera or light opera * * - - 

Ballet * * * - 

Culturally specific music n/a 1 * - 

Experimental/electronic music n/a 1 * - 
Experimental theatre (inc 
visual & digital) n/a * - - 

Puppetry n/a * - - 

Base 530 2,110 490  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2006 survey (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included as 
separate categories)  ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference  



    
2.3.5 Highlands and Islands 

The Highlands and Islands area includes the Highland, Argyll and Bute, Moray, Eilean Siar, 

Shetland and Orkney Local Authority areas. Within this area, 91% of adults had either 

attended and/or participated in an arts or cultural activity during the previous 12 months, a 

similar proportion to that recorded across Scotland as a whole (90%) and previously 

recorded for this area in 2006 (91%). 

Attendance 

As shown in Table 2-32 overleaf, overall levels of attendance amongst adult residents of 

the Highlands and Islands were similar in 2008 to those recorded for Scotland as a whole 

(75% and 77% respectively). 

However, residents of this area were more likely than adults residents of Scotland in 

general to have attended any type of dance event (16% and 11% respectively), an outdoor 

performance (10% and 6%), traditional crafts (8% and 5%) and/or a contemporary 

photography event (7% and 4%). In contrast, Highlands and Island residents were less 

likely than adults living in Scotland in general to have attended the cinema (48% and 55% 

respectively) or visited art galleries (22% and 27%). 

Between 2006 and 2008, there were increases in attendance at rock or pop music events 

(from 18% to 26%) and contemporary photography events (4% to 7%) amongst residents of 

the Highlands and Islands area. However, at an overall level, attendance of arts and 

cultural events remained static (75% in both 2006 and 2008). 



    
Table  2-32 Attendance in arts and cultural events and activities amongst residents of Highlands and Islands (%)   

2006 2008 2008 

 
Highlands 

and Islands 

All Adults 
living in 
Scotland 

Highlands 
and Islands 

Difference 
between region & 

all Scotland 
Any events attended 75 77 75 -2 

Any music 42 41 42 +1 

Any visual arts (exc. cinema) 38 41 39 -2 

Any performance in theatre 38 40 38 -2 

Any dance 17 11 16 +5~ 

Cinema 52 55 48 -7~ 

Museums 28 32 28 -4 

Rock or pop music 18 27 26 -1 

Art galleries 22 27 22 -5~ 

Plays 13 17 15 -2 

Pantomime or variety show 14 15 14 -1 

Musicals 14 17 14 -3 

Scottish traditional/folk music n/a 9 13 +4~ 

Arts festivals 8 9 11 +2 

Outdoor art/performance/street art n/a 6 10 +4~ 

Scottish Traditional dance 9 4 9 +5~ 

Traditional crafts n/a 5 8 +3~ 

Contemporary photography 4 4 7 +3~ 

Orchestral music 7 6 6 - 

Jazz music 7 5 5 - 

Ballet 3 4 5 +1 

Contemporary crafts 5 3 4 +1 

Opera/ operetta 4 4 4 - 

Chamber music or recitals 4 3 4 +1 

Literary or poetry event 2 3 4 +1 

Moving image n/a 2 4 +2~ 

Contemporary dance 3 2 4 +2~ 

Contemporary painting 7 5 3 +2 

Country & Western music 6 3 3 -2 
Carnival/circus (not involving 
animals) 3 2 3 - 

Contemporary drawing 2 2 3 +1 

Live art n/a 2 3 +1 

Other styles of dance 5 2 2 - 

Contemporary sculpture 2 1 2 +1 

Video/ multi-media/ performance art 2 1 2 +1 

Contemporary installation * 1 2 +1 

Puppetry n/a 2 2 - 

Culturally specific music n/a 1 2 +1 

Experimental/electronic music n/a 1 2 +1 

Contemporary illustration * 1 1 - 

Contemporary printmaking * 1 1 - 

Culturally specific dance n/a 1 1 - 
Experimental theatre n/a 1 1 - 
Base 544 2,110 440  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were 
included as separate categories)   ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



    
Participation  

Table 2-33 overleaf shows that, in the 2008 survey, residents of the Highlands and Islands 

were more likely than adults living in Scotland in general to have participated in arts and 

cultural events (76% and 71% respectively).  

In particular, residents of this area were more likely than adults across Scotland as a whole 

to have participated in visual arts (24% and 15% participated respectively) and/or any crafts 

(21% and 13%). Specific activities where participation was higher in the Highlands and 

Islands than amongst adults in Scotland generally included photography (15% and 7%), 

knitting or other textile crafts (14% and 7%), buying fiction or poetry (30% and 25%) and 

buying other types of books (30% and 23%). 

Between 2006 and 2008, overall levels of participation did not change significantly. 

However, between 2006 and 2008 an increased proportion of residents of this area 

participated in any visual arts activity (from 18% to 24%).   



    
Table 2-33  Participation in arts and cultural events and activities amongst residents of the Highlands and Islands (%)  

2006 2008 2008 

 
Highlands 

and Islands 

All Adults 
living in 
Scotland 

Highlands 
and Islands 

Difference 
between region & 

all Scotland 
Any participation 80 71 76 +5~ 

Reading or buying books 70 61 65 +4 

Any visual arts 18 15 24 +9~ 

Undertaking any crafts 18 13 21 +8~ 

Any performance 17 15 17 +2 

Any writing 7 5 9 +4~ 

Reading books 70 61 64 +3 

Buying any other types of book 34 23 30 +7~ 

Buying a work of fiction or poetry 24 25 30 +5~ 
Photography (other than family or 
holiday snaps) 8 7 15 +8~ 

Painting or drawing 11 10 14 +4~ 

Knitting/other textile crafts 10 7 14 +7~ 

Buying a work of art or craft object 14 7 11 +4~ 

Playing a musical instrument 10 8 9 +1 

Computer generated/digital art n/a 4 8 +4~ 

Any other crafts 6 5 7 +2 

Writing stories or articles 4 4 7 +3~ 

Wood crafts 5 3 5 +2~ 

Scottish traditional dance 4 3 4 +1 

Writing poetry 3 3 4 +1 

Folk/ Scottish traditional music n/a 2 3 +1 

Drama 2 2 3 +1 
Filming on video (apart from 
family life or events) 2 1 3 +2~ 

Contemporary dance 1 1 3 +2~ 

Printmaking * 1 3 +2~ 

Singing in a choir 3 2 2 - 

Other style dance 2 2 2 - 

Making films (apart from video) 1 1 2 +1 

Sculpture 1 1 1 - 

Culturally specific dance n/a * 1 - 

Opera or light opera * * * - 

Ballet * * * - 

Culturally specific music n/a 1 * - 

Experimental/electronic music n/a 1 * - 
Experimental theatre (inc. visual & 
digital) n/a * - - 

Puppetry n/a * - - 

Base 544 2,110 440  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2006 survey (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were included as 
separate categories)    ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



    
2.3.6 Glasgow and surrounds 

This area comprises the Glasgow City, North Lanarkshire, South Lanarkshire, East 

Dunbartonshire and West Dunbartonshire Local Authority areas. Within this area, 89% of 

adults had either attended and/or participated in an arts or cultural activity during the 

previous 12 months, a similar proportion to that recorded across Scotland as a whole (90%) 

and equal to that recorded for this area in 2006. 

Attendance 

Table 2-34 overleaf illustrates attendance in different categories of art forms amongst 

residents of Glasgow and the surrounding area compared with the population of Scotland 

as a whole in 2008 and the results for this area in 2006. 

Overall, levels of attendance amongst adult residents of this region were equal to those 

recorded amongst adults living in Scotland in general (77% each).  However, attendance at 

any performance in a theatre was lower amongst residents of Glasgow and the surrounding 

areas than amongst adults living in Scotland overall (34% and 40% respectively) while 

attendance at art galleries was higher (33% and 27% respectively). 

Since 2006, attendance at art galleries increased from 22% to 33% while attendance at 

pantomimes and variety shows decreased from 18% to 14%. 



    
Table  2-34 Attendance of arts and cultural events and activities in Glasgow and surrounding area (%)   

2006 2008 2008 

 
Glasgow and 

surrounds 

All Adults 
living in 
Scotland 

Glasgow and 
surrounds 

Difference 
between region & 

all Scotland 
Any events attended 75 77 77 - 

Any visual arts (exc. cinema) 36 41 43 +2 

Any music 37 41 38 -3 

Any performance in theatre 39 40 34 -6~ 

Any dance 12 11 10 -1 

Cinema 57 55 53 -2 

Museums 29 32 34 +2 

Art galleries 22 27 33 +6~ 

Rock or pop music 23 27 27 - 

Pantomime or variety show 18 15 14 -1 

Plays 16 17 12 -5~ 

Musicals 15 17 12 -5~ 

Arts festivals 9 9 9 - 

Scottish traditional/folk music n/a 9 8 -1 

Orchestral music 7 6 5 -1 

Outdoor art/performance/street art n/a 6 5 -1 

Jazz music 5 5 4 -1 

Contemporary painting 5 5 4 -1 

Scottish Traditional dance 3 4 4 - 

Traditional crafts n/a 5 4 -1 

Ballet 5 4 3 -1 

Opera/ operetta 4 4 3 -1 

Contemporary photography 4 4 3 -1 

Contemporary crafts 3 3 3 - 

Country & Western music 3 3 3 - 

Contemporary drawing 2 2 3 +1 

Moving image n/a 2 3 +1 

Live art n/a 2 3 +1 

Carnival/circus (not involving animals) 5 2 2 - 

Other styles of dance 4 2 2 - 

Contemporary dance 2 2 2 - 

Contemporary sculpture 2 1 2 +1~ 

Literary or poetry event 2 3 2 -1 

Chamber music or recitals 2 3 2 -1 

Contemporary installation 1 1 2 +1~ 

Experimental/electronic music n/a 1 2 +1~ 

Video/ multi-media/ performance art 3 1 1 - 

Contemporary printmaking 2 1 1 - 

Contemporary illustration 1 1 1 - 

Puppetry n/a 2 1 -1 

Culturally specific dance n/a 1 1 - 

Experimental theatre n/a 1 1 - 

Culturally specific music n/a 1 1 - 
Base 578 2,110 740  
* Less than 0.5%   n/a not asked in 2004 and 2006 surveys (in 2004 and 2006 surveys Scottish traditional and Scottish folk music were 
included as separate categories)   ~ symbol indicates a statistically significant difference 



    
Participation 

As Table 2-35 overleaf illustrates, a similar proportion of residents of Glasgow and the 

surrounding area participated in arts and cultural activities as recorded across the wider 

adult population in Scotland (69% and 71% respectively).  

However, between 2006 and 2008, participation in the arts amongst residents of Glasgow 

and the surrounding areas decreased from 76% to 69%. This appears to largely have been 

caused by a decrease in the proportion of residents in this area stating that they had bought 

or read one or more books in the past twelve months (down from 71% to 59%). The 

proportion who had purchased a work of art or a craft object also decreased over this 

period from 11% to 6%.   




